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July 23, 2002

The Honorable Cynthia Sullivan

Chair, King County Council

Room 1200

C O U R T H O U S E

Dear Councilmember Sullivan:

I am pleased to transmit to the Council the King County International Airport’s (KCIA) Federal Aviation Regulation Part 150 Noise and Land Use Compatibility Study (Part 150) for review.  This study fulfills the October 1998 County Council motion for development of a Noise Reduction Work Plan.  This transmittal includes a draft motion to adopt the County Executive’s Airport’s Part 150 Study recommendations.  
The Part 150 Study was initiated in June 1999.  Working through the Airport Roundtable, a Study Advisory Committee (SAC) was established to help guide the study process.  The SAC membership was expanded beyond the Airport Roundtable to include other community representatives, as well as local jurisdictions, Puget Sound Regional Council, Sea-Tac International Airport, and Federal Aviation Administration.  Community meetings and open houses were also held to gather additional information.  The Executive Office’s review has included airport tenants, labor groups, business associations, and community-based organizations.  
A cooperative study approach was developed to allow the SAC and Airport to work together to reach a consensus on difficult problems and solutions.  The County Executive’s Part 150 Study recommendations closely parallel the Study Advisory Committee recommendations.  The County Executive’s recommendations do not include a north airfield noise wall.  The noise wall was omitted due to the development of the Ground Run-up Enclosure or hush house.  The second difference is in Recommendation Two which proposes that a range of instrument technologies be evaluated that enable development of a safe and effective approach over Elliott Bay to KCIA.  

As King County Executive, I strongly support KCIA’s continued engagement with the Federal Aviation Administration, aviation businesses, and pilots in seeking new procedures that would enable aircraft to avoid over-flights of residential areas.  This includes the introduction of new technology and the operator/pilot “Fly Quiet” Program.  

The Airport team is proud of the hard work done over the past two years by the Study Advisory Committee.  This team approach balanced the airport’s significant economic value to the community, as well as the need to be a good neighbor.  We thank the SAC 

Members profoundly for their investment of time, energy, and talent.  During this time they worked professionally and respectfully on these issues to help craft solutions to a difficult subject.  

We look forward to assisting you during the review.  If you have any questions, please call Michael Colmant, Acting Airport Manager, at (206) 296-7453.

Sincerely, 

Ron Sims

King County Executive
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