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Metropolitan King County Council

STAFF REPORT

	Proposed No.:
	2020-0169
	Name:
	Nick Bowman



SUBJECT

Proposed Motion 2020-0169 would request that the King County Sheriff’s Office, in cooperation with the Office of Law Enforcement Oversight, provide a report on identified policy changes to improve internal investigative and review mechanisms regarding officer involved shootings. 

SUMMARY

The proposed motion requests the King County Sheriff’s Office (KCSO) to develop a report, in cooperation with the Office of Law Enforcement Oversight (OLEO), which identifies policy changes to improve investigative and internal review processes of use-of-force incidents, particularly incidents of officer-involved shootings. Under the proposed motion, the requested report should include, but is not limited to, two primary elements:

1. A response to each of the forty-three recommendations contained in the February 2020 office of law enforcement oversight report, Evaluation of the King County Sheriff's Office: Policy, Practice, and Review Mechanisms for Officer-Involved Shootings. 

2. The written identification of each specific General Orders Manual policy currently in effect related to the use-of-force, investigations of personnel misconduct, administrative review of critical incidents and any other relevant general orders manual policies reviewed by KCSO in preparation of the report, as well as, a description of any addition, deletion or modification to the general orders manual policies which the Sheriff intends to implement as a result of this policy review. 

The motion request that KCSO submit the report to the Council by August 31, 2020. 

BACKGROUND 

In February 2020, OLEO issued a report entitled Evaluation of the King County Sheriff's Office:  Policy, Practice, and Review Mechanisms for Officer-Involved Shootings[footnoteRef:1], which assessed the KCSO’s internal investigative and review mechanisms in the context of a specific incident involving the January 27, 2017, deadly shooting of Mi'Chance Dunlap-Gittens by Sheriff's Office deputies. The OLEO report contained forty-three recommendations intended to improve the KCSO’s internal review process, enhance officer safety and potentially reduce future incidences of deadly force.  [1:  Attachment 1] 


At the February 11th Law and Justice Committee, Sheriff Johanknecht provided a written response[footnoteRef:2] to the OLEO report and at the February 25th Law and Justice Committee, the Sheriff offered public testimony responding to the OLEO report.[footnoteRef:3] In her response, the Sheriff spoke of a number of law enforcement reforms she has supported over the years including, Initiative 940[footnoteRef:4]; highlighted KCSO’s work to amend use of force, internal investigation and critical incident review policies; and further disputed the OLEO report’s primary findings.  [2:  Attachment 2]  [3:  http://king.granicus.com/MediaPlayer.php?view_id=4&clip_id=8088]  [4:  Washington State Initiative 940 was approved by the voters in 2018. The initiative created a good faith test to determine when the use of deadly force by police is justifiable, required police to receive de-escalation and mental health training, and required law enforcement officers to provide first aid. https://www.seattletimes.com/seattle-news/politics/initiative-940-modifying-law-regulating-police-use-of-deadly-force-holds-strong-lead-in-tuesdays-returns/] 


After hearing from both OLEO and the Sheriff, Committee Chair Zahilay announced his intention to introduce legislation which would request a Sheriff’s Office response to each of the recommendations contained in the OLEO report.

ANALYSIS

Proposed Motion 2020-0169 would request a KCSO report, developed in cooperation with the Office of Law Enforcement Oversight (OLEO), which identifies policy changes to improve investigative and internal review processes of use-of-force incidents, particularly incidents of officer-involved shootings. 

The motion calls for the report to be comprised of two primary elements. First, the Sheriff should include in the report a response to each of the forty-three recommendations contained in the February 2020 OLEO report, Evaluation of the King County Sheriff's Office: Policy, Practice, and Review Mechanisms for Officer-Involved Shootings. For each recommendation, the response should state whether the Sheriff intends to implement the recommendation wholly as provided in the OLEO report, on a partial or modified basis, or not at all.  If the Sheriff does not intend to implement a recommendation in whole or in part, then the response should also include the rationale for that determination. 

Second, the report should include the written identification of each specific KCSO General Orders Manual policy currently in effect related to the use-of-force, investigations of personnel misconduct, administrative review of critical incidents and any other relevant general orders manual policies reviewed by KCSO in preparation of the report. The report should also include a description of any addition, deletion or modification to the General Orders Manual policies which the Sheriff intends to implement as a result of this policy review. Finally, the Sheriff should explain how KCSO personnel will be notified of and trained to comply with any General Orders Manual policy changes and provide an estimate of any resources needed to implement the new or modified policies.

The proposed motion would set a deadline of August 31, 2020 for KCSO to submit the report to the Council.

INVITED

· Mitzi Johanknecht, Sheriff, King County Sheriff’s Office
· Deborah Jacobs, Director, Office of Law Enforcement Oversight

ATTACHMENTS

1. Evaluation of the King County Sheriff’s Office: Policy, Practice, and Review Mechanisms for Officer-Involved Shootings Insight Gained from Systemic Review of January 27, 2017 Officer-Involved Shooting of Mi’Chance Dunlap-Gittens, February 2020. 
2. February 10 KCSO Response to OLEO Report from OIR Group
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