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January 20, 2010
The Honorable Bob Ferguson
Chair, King County Council

Room 1200

C O U R T H O U S E

Dear Councilmember Ferguson:

Enclosed for King County Council consideration is an ordinance approving the Sallal Water Association’s (Association) 2006, Revised July 2009, Water System Plan (Plan).
In August 2009, the Utilities Technical Review Committee (UTRC) reviewed the Plan and recommends its approval.  The Revised Code of Washington (RCW) 70.116.050 and King County Code (KCC) require that before becoming effective, the Plan be approved by King County.  Approval of the Plan will also provide state regulatory agencies with the determination required under RCW 43.20.260 that the Plan is consistent with the King County Comprehensive Plan and implementing development regulations.  This letter and the attached matrix describe the results of the county’s review of the Plan and affirm that the Plan meets King County requirements.

Plan Summary

The Plan describes how the Association intends to meet the current and future needs of its customers and make efficient use of its resources.  The Association incorporated in early 1969 because landowners were concerned about shallow wells going dry during the dry months and the unreliability of aquifers in other areas.  The Plan includes basic population and growth data, a description and analysis of the present water system, a list of planned improvements to the system, discussion of the Association’s water conservation and financial programs, and specific information on the management and operation of the Association’s water system.

Service Area

The Association’s service area is located in the eastern part of King County, southeast of North Bend, and consists primarily of single-family residences in rural settings.  In 2007, the Association provided service to a population of 6,756, equating to 2,049 equivalent residential units (ERU), within its retail water service area.  The Association’s service area has been reduced because the Association found that it lacked capacity to provide water to the entire area, so it is now smaller than that identified in the East King County Coordinated Water System Plan (CWSP), which will eventually need to be amended.  The service area includes an area that has been designated part of the Urban Growth Area for the City of North Bend.  The Association additionally sells water to the Wilderness Rim Maintenance Corporation for a subdivision within the Association’s service area boundary.  The Association also has an intertie for emergency supplies with the Riverbend Homesites Association, another system located entirely within the Association’s service area boundary.

Water Use Efficiency

The water used by the Association comes from the three wells mentioned above.  The annual average day production (water pumped) for 2007 was 493,474 gallons per day, with maximum day demand estimated to be twice that amount.  The Association’s average water consumption per ERU was 199 gallons per day.  The Association’s proposed efficiency goals are to participate with other utilities in the Partnership for Water Conservation, to maintain the current ERU and per capita water consumption over the next several years, and meet the state standard of less than ten percent unaccounted for water.
Capital Improvement Program

The Plan contains a six-year capital improvement program (CIP) with the cost estimated to be approximately $4.94 million.  The Association proposes to fund the CIP projects with funding resources such as sales of Association membership, water sales, and low-interest loans from the U.S. Rural Development program.  The highest cost capital projects are dependent on the Association receiving loans.  Budgeted operating revenue for 2009 is $1,020,288.

Reclaimed Water and Regional Planning
The Association neither collects nor treats wastewater.  The Association evaluated reclaimed water as required by statute, but did not identify any opportunities for the use of reclaimed water.  The Association has participated in a number of regional efforts, including the development of the East King County CWSP, and is currently an associate member of the East King County Regional Water Association.

SEPA
The Association completed a State Environmental Policy Act (SEPA) checklist for the Plan.  King County, as lead agency, issued a determination of non-significance for the issuance of the Plan on August 5, 2009.  No comments were received on the SEPA notice. 
The enclosed matrix provides additional information regarding the Association's compliance with KCC requirements and consistency with the King County Comprehensive Plan.

I appreciate the Association's cooperation in submitting the Plan and working with the UTRC review process.  If you have any questions about the Plan or the proposed ordinance, please feel free to contact Stephen Hirschey, Chair of the Utilities Technical Review Committee, at 
206-205-0817.

I urge the County Council to adopt the enclosed ordinance approving the Association's Plan.

Sincerely,

Dow Constantine
King County Executive

Enclosures

cc:
King County Councilmembers



ATTN:  Tom Bristow, Chief of Staff
  Anne Noris, Clerk of the Council

Paul Tredway, Business Manager, Sallal Water Association
Richard Rodriguez, Regional Planner, Washington State Department of Health
Toni Rezab, Acting Director, Office of Management and Budget
Bob Burns, Deputy Director, Department of Natural Resources and Parks
Steve Hirschey, Chair, Utilities Technical Review Committee
