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An Overview of the Eco-APD Proposal
The Eco-APD Proposal is sponsored by the Sno-Valley Tilth—a grassroots, farmer’s organization.  It is based on the belief that farmland in the designated “Agricultural Production District” (APD) of the Snoqualmie River should be actively farmed.   We find this view to be consistent with the Growth Management Act that invites “innovative zoning techniques” to “encourage the agricultural economy” and adds that there need to be restrictions that “prohibit non-farm uses of agricultural land.”  The current King County draft Comprehensive Plan emphasizes production for local consumers in saying we must seek the “maximization of local agricultural lands to create a steady, secure, local food supply for the residents of the Seattle region and to reduce the carbon footprint of food consumed.”

Three aspects of these County policies are foundational to the SnoValley Tilth’s Proposal—

(1)  innovative zoning to promote agriculture, (2) the prohibition of non-farm uses of agricultural land, (3) the maximization of production for the local food supply.  To these we would add a fourth consideration:  (4) fairness to current APD residents.

(1)    Innovative zoning to promote agriculture.

Our Proposal calls for a new zoning classification:  The Ecological APD (or “Eco-APD”).    Because of the fragile nature of our APD (the entire APD being a “critical area” as defined by the GMA) it is in the interest of the citizens of King County and their heirs to protect the environment from agricultural abuse.  To accomplish this, the Eco-APD Proposal suggests that the Snoqualmie Valley be declared an Eco-APD with a prohibition on the use of all non-organic agricultural amendments.

(2)    Prohibition of non-farm uses.

There are many non-farm uses that could or are now compromising active farming.  Industry of all kinds has historically displaced farmland.  In our valley the equine and nursery industries, each worthy of support in their own right and their own place, displace farms, elevate land values, and do not create agricultural products.   Because of this it would seem wise not to locate these industries in areas of the county which have the most fertile soil and have already been designated for agricultural production.   Both the equine and the nursery industries, though important parts of our community, lie outside the traditional definition of agricultural production, which is the production of “food or fiber.”

The greatest and most subtle non-farm use is simply not farming.   Within the limited fertile bottom land of the APD, “not farming” is a non-farm use that we believe needs to be prohibited:  the Eco-APD Proposal suggests that farmland be actively engaged in growing food or fiber products.

(3)   Maximization of production for the local food supply.

There are currently hundreds of people who have indicated they want to farm in the Snoqualmie Valley.  We believe that the requirements that land be actively farmed, along with the incentive proposal (#4 below) of a development rights purchase, will make farm land become available that has been held speculatively.  We believe a relatively small investment in incentives to new farmers would lead to the “maximization of production for the local food supply”:  the Eco-APD Proposal suggests that incentives be offered to farmers for the purpose of purchasing land for new farms.
(4)   Fairness to current APD residents.

Most people now living in the Snoqualmie APD are not farmers, and neither intend nor want to farm.    Few of these people knowingly settled on land that had been or was to be designated by the County as APD land.  The Eco-APD places even further restrictions.  In fairness to all land owners in the APD, the Eco-APD designation should be accompanied by compensation:  the Eco-APD Proposal suggests that current land owners have the choice to sell development rights or not, the choice to conform to the requirements of the Eco-APD or not, and the choice to continue their current land use as “pre-existing, non-conforming” if that designation is appropriate.

Summary of the Eco-APD Proposal.

The vision of the Eco-APD Proposal for the Snoqualmie Valley would entail:

(1)     the Snoqualmie Valley being declared an Eco-APD with a prohibition on the use of all non-organic agricultural amendments.

(2)     that farm land be actively engaged in growing food or fiber products.

(3)     that incentives be offered to farmers for the purpose of purchasing land for new farms.

(4)     That current land owners have the choice to sell development rights or not, the choice to conform to the requirements of the Eco-APD or not, and the choice to continue their current land use as “pre-existing, non-conforming” if that designation is appropriate.

