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SUBJECT
A motion confirming the Executive's appointment of Sri Thornton to the King County Board of Appeals and Equalization.

SUMMARY

Proposed Motion 2017-0508 would confirm the Executive's appointment of Sri Thornton, who resides in Council District 9, to the King County Board of Appeals and Equalization for a term expiring June 30, 2018.

BACKGROUND
The Board of Appeals and Equalization (Board) is an independent, quasi-judicial body organized to adjudicate appeals of various determinations made by certain King County agencies. It is comprised of seven citizen members appointed by the Executive and confirmed by the Council. Members are typically appointed for a term of four years. 

Board members strive to provide an impartial hearing environment that protects each party’s due process rights and results in a fair decision. Acting as the Board of Equalization, they hear and decide appeals of assessed value of real and personal property, and appeals of other actions of the County Assessor. Acting as the Board of Appeals, the same members hear and decide appeals of orders issued for violations of animal control laws, appeals of certain business license decisions, violations of minor zoning regulations and Council authorized assessments funding lake management districts.

Members of the Board are required to provide a significant time commitment in order to hear the appeals in a timely manner. Members serve, on average, 70-125 days per year with a standard day ranging from six to seven hours. King County’s Board of Appeals and Equalization hears approximately 5,000 appeals per year. The per diem rate for the Board members is $300 per day for days of three or more hours of work and $200 per day for days of less than three hours of work. Board members do not receive any other benefits. Social Security and federal income tax are deducted from the per diem amount. 

Board members must be knowledgeable about current land use regulations, environmental laws, real estate market trends, appraisal principles (for both residential and commercial properties), business license regulations and animal control codes, as well as the content of applicable sections of the Revised Code of Washington, Washington Administrative Code, King County Code and Board rules. Members must also be skilled in dealing with the public and potentially strained emotional situations during their hearings. Periodic educational seminars are necessary to keep current. 

ANALYSIS

Proposed Motion 2017-0508 would confirm the Executive's appointment of Sri Thornton who resides in Council District 9, to the King County Board of Appeals and Equalization for a term expiring June 30, 2018.

According her application materials, Sri Thornton has 18 years of experience as senior leadership with the Commerce Bank of Washington, where she managed client relationships and structured credit facilities for commercial and industrial loans, private investor loans, commercial and residential real estate loans, and merger and acquisition loans. Prior to joining the Commerce Bank of Washington, she worked for seven years managing a $35 million loan portfolio with Key Bank. Prior to that, she spent 12 years with Raininer Bank’s World Banking and International Banking Division where she was responsible for a loan portfolio of $1.9 billion. Ms. Thornton is also an attorney with training from the University of Indonesia, Jakarta; Leiden University, the Netherlands; and University of Washington. She also holds a diploma in international relations from the Institute of Social Studies from The Hauge, Netherlands. 
In her application materials, Ms. Thornton indicates that she has served on the finance and investment committees of the Museum of Flight and PATH Global Health Organization. She states that her legal and banking background, particularly her involvement in residential and commercial real estate, combined with her knowledge of government rulings governing residential and commercial resal estate makes her a very qualified candidate for this Board.  
ATTACHMENTS
1. Proposed Motion 2017-0508 (Attachments available upon request)
2. Transmittal letter received September 29, 2017
3. Board Profile
INVITED

1. Sri Thornton, Appointee, Board of Appeals and Equalization
2. Michelle Geiger, Manager/Clerk, Board of Appeals and Equalization
3. Ron Bosi, Chair, Board of Appeals and Equalization
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