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	Invited:
	Mark Isaacson, Assistant Manager, Water and Lands Division, Department of Natural Resources and Parks; 

Jennifer Knauer, Program Analyst, Water and Lands Division, Department of Natural Resources and Parks


SUBJECT:  Report on contract with Trust for Public Lands on ‘Greenprinting’ project
BACKGROUND:

Various programs of the Department of Natural Resources and Parks provide services involving the allocation of funds, or deferral of tax revenues, intended to support the conservation of open space, environmental, recreation or resource values on public and private lands of the region.  Among the services are the following:

· Acquisition of open space lands for regional trail and recreation  purposes (King County Parks, DNRP);  

· Acquisition of open space lands for environmental protection purposes (Ecological Lands program, DNRP);

· Allocation of funding for the acquisition of lands for open space purposes by other parties (Conservation Futures program, DNRP);

· Acquisition of chronically flooded properties, within flood plains, for flood protection purposes (Flood Hazard Reduction Services, DNRP);

· Acquisition of development rights for forestry lands of the county (Forest Program;  Transfer of Development Rights Program, DNRP)

· Acquisition of development rights for agricultural lands of the county (Farmlands Preservation Program, DNRP);

· Current-use taxation programs for forestlands of the county (Forestry Program, DNRP);

· Current-use taxation programs for privately-owned residential or other lands (Public Benefit Rating System program, DNRP)

These services provide for either for fee-simple acquisition, acquisition of a partial property interest in, or deferral of tax revenues for appropriate properties.

The process by which properties are identified for participation in one or the other of these programs varies according to the program, and according to the individual circumstances of the property, its threatened status, advocacy by community, agency, policy, local government, or other interests, and a variety of other circumstances.  The mix of systems and processes by which properties are acquired has led the Department to ask a number of questions related to acquisition/protection priorities:

· What are the most important natural resource values which the county should be trying to protect?

· Overall, do the various acquisition/conservation expenditures and services result in the preservation of key values of the highest-value properties?

· Are critical conservation opportunities being missed because of lack of awareness of their importance to habitat, environmental, resource, recreation, open space, or other key purposes?

· Are available acquisition/conservation revenues being most appropriately spent?

· How can acquisition and protection priorities best be coordinated regionally?

These questions are being raised in other jurisdictions nationally, as well.  In response to such questions arising with regards to public land acquisition programs nationally, the Trust for Public Lands (TPL) initiated an effort several years ago to develop tools which could contribute to more systematically identifying and prioritizing preservation/conservation needs for lands within a given jurisdiction or region.  The TPL’s “Greenprinting” program has been developed as a tool for use by advocates, or by public agencies, to assist in the identification of priority lands for protection using available fee-simple or other tools.  

In the 2004 budget of the Department of Natural Resources and Parks, the council approved  $100,000 for a contract with the Trust for Public Lands for “Greenprinting”.  The contract consisted of two primary elements:  

· Development of a GIS-based tool for the identification and prioritization of lands to support the process of fee-simple or interest acquisition in properties with important natural, environmental, resource, recreation, or other values;

· A process of outreach to local governments to assess their views about conservation vision, acquisition priorities, city-county coordination, stewardship goals, principal funding mechanisms.  

SUMMARY:

The TPL contract has reported the following accomplishments to date:

· GIS model design and development is complete;

· Summary of values and  themes to provide guidance and vision for acquisition strategy;

· Inventory of existing open space and protected areas;

· Compilation and analysis of relevant planning documents;

· First round of outreach to cities, agencies and non-profits;

· Steering Committee convened, meetings begun with external advisors, conservation partners

Today’s briefing will provide a demonstration of the GIS tool, intended to support the acquisition process.  

Additionally, the contractors have undertaken an outreach effort intended to assess the views of jurisdictions of the region concerning regional views regarding priorities for open space and conservation goals.  More specifically, the assessment effort focused on conservation vision, local and regional acquisition priorities, political support, intergovernmental coordination, stewardship goals and management capacity, and funding.

Among the findings are the following:

· Cities want help enforcing GMA boundaries with strategic acquisitions in PAA’s;

· Cities want help completing connections to regional trails and open spaces;

· There is a logical role for the county in protecting the region’s large natural resource systems

Other input addressed city conservation visions, stewardship, funding, and communication.
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