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September 10, 2008
The Honorable Julia Patterson
Chair, King County Council

Room 1200

C O U R T H O U S E

Dear Councilmember Patterson:
I am pleased to transmit to you an ordinance that will establish King County’s Community Center for Alternative Program (CCAP) as a “county supervised community option” under RCW 9.94A.680 Alternatives to Total Confinement.  This designation will allow the use of this alternative in lieu of jail confinement for offenders convicted of nonviolent and non-sex offenses and may be used for felony sentences of one-year or less.
Adoption of this ordinance will implement one of the “immediate recommendations” contained in the report “Use of Community Corrections Division Review.”  Developed in response to a proviso in the 2008 Adopted Budget Ordinance 15975, this report is the product of collaborative work involving the county’s criminal justice partners.  It contains a wide-range of recommendations for exploring improvements as to how the county uses its community corrections programs.  On June 30, 2008, the County Council approved Motion 12802 acknowledging receipt of this report.
Background

In December 2002, the County Council passed Ordinance 14561, which established in the King County Code the Community Corrections Division (CCD) and in particular, its duty to implement alternatives to adult detention.  While the ordinance lists alternatives as electronic home detention, work/education release, day and evening reporting and work crews, CCD is not limited to these alternatives under the provisions of the ordinance.  In addition, CCD can contract with private, nonprofit agencies to provide services for relicensing offenders.

Currently, the Community Center for Alternative Program (CCAP), originally called the Day Reporting Center, is an out-of-custody, non-confinement alternative.  Consequently, unlike electronic home detention, CCAP is not a partial confinement option and not viewed as a possible alternative in lieu of jail confinement for offenders convicted of nonviolent and non-sex offenses.

RCW 9.94A.680 (3) is the operative statute for converting jail days for felony offenders sentenced to CCAP.  Subsection (3) states, “For offenders convicted of nonviolent and non-sex offenses, the court may authorize county jails to convert jail confinement to an available county supervised community option and may require the offender to perform affirmative conduct pursuant to RCW 9.94A.607.” 
Proposed Changes to King County Code
To take advantage of this statute, the Prosecuting Attorney's Office advised that King County Code should be amended to more clearly define CCAP as a “county supervised community option” and establish the standard for converting time spent at CCAP into jail days served.  Specifically, the enclosed ordinance, if approved, authorizes the Community Corrections Division to provide a county supervised community option and defines this option as six hours per day of structured programs.
With these changes, King County will achieve an important step in improving utilization of Community Corrections programs.  They will give Superior Court judges an alternative program that is a direct offset to jail confinement for appropriate felony offenders.  In preparing the report “Use of Community Corrections Division Review,” the Adult and Juvenile Operational Master Plan Work Group reviewed and supported these changes.  
If you have questions or comments regarding the enclosed ordinance, please contact Nate Caldwell, Community Corrections Director in the Department of Adult and Juvenile Detention, at 206-296-3600.  Thank you for your consideration of this important legislation.
Sincerely,

Ron Sims

King County Executive
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