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SUBJECT

Proposed Ordinance 2019-0210 would name the Children and Family Justice Center after Judge Patricia H. Clark and the Resource Center in the new facility after Justice Bobbe J. Bridge. 

SUMMARY

Scheduled to open in October of 2019, King County’s new Children and Family Justice Center (CFJC) is a new Courthouse, Juvenile Detention and parking facility that will replace King County’s Youth Services Center. The facility is located at 12th and Alder in Seattle. This ordinance would dedicate the facility and the resource center within the facility. 

BACKGROUND 

King County has a long history of naming public facilities after those individuals who have made noteworthy contributions to the community. A search of county legislative records show approximately fifteen actions taken since 2002 to rename facilities or other public venues in honor of individuals. 

ANALYSIS

Judge Patricia H. Clark served as a King County Superior Court Judge from 1998-2015. She served as Chief Judge of the Juvenile Division of the Superior Court from 2002-2007. 

During her time on the Court, Judge Clark received many awards including the sampling below that are included in the ordinance: 
· Vanguard Award – King County Women Lawyers
· 2005 Voices for Children – Washington State Children’s Alliance
· Trailblazer Award – National Black Prosecutor’s Association

Judge Clark also served as a member of the Superior Court Judges Association Board of Trustees, the Superior Court Judges Association Family Juvenile Law Committee, co-chaired the King County Disproportionality Committee and the State of Washington’s Committee on Racial Disproportionality. Judge Clark also led the County’s implementation of Dependency Family Treatment Court and was instrumental in the Reclaiming Futures Treatment Court and Family Treatment Court. 

The ordinance further notes that Judge Clark: 
· Earned the respect and admiration of children and families, employees and elected official in all level of government
· Used the power and the possibility of the judicial system to improve the lives of children, adolescents and their families
· Was a strong advocate of prevention programs that keep young people out of the detention system
· Passionately believed that children and families should be treated with the utmost respect when interacting with the juvenile justice system. 

Proposed Ordinance 2019-0210 would designate the CFJC as the Judge Patricia H. Clark Children and Family Justice Center. 

Justice Bobbe J. Bridge served as a Superior Court Judge for ten year, four of those years were as the Chief Judge of the of the King County Juvenile Court and two years as the Presiding Judge of the King County Superior Court. In 1999 she was appointed to the Washington Supreme Court where she served until 2007. After leaving the bench, she served as the founding President and CEO of Center for Children and Youth Justice. 

During her time on the Bench, Justice Bridge earned many awards, a sampling of which are noted in the ordinance as: 
· David W. Soukoup “Speak Up for a Child” – Washington State Association of Court Appointed Special Advocates and Guardian Ad Litem
· Jurist of the Year – Washington State Bar Association
· Judge of the Year – King County Bar Association

Justice Bridge also served as co-chair for the Supreme Court Commission on Children in Foster Care, chair of the Domestic Violence/Child Maltreatment Statewide Protocol Project, and chair of the State BECCA Taskforce. Justice Bridge contributed to the establishment of Unified Family Court in King County and in establishing a child care facility at the Maleng Regional Justice Facility. 

The ordinance further notes that Justice Bridge: 
· Was a tireless leader aimed at improving the lives of children and families
· Is recognized throughout the community for her dedication and advocacy for Washington’s Children
· Is passionate in her belief that, when children and families are provided appropriate resources and opportunities, our community’s children and families thrive. 

The Resource Center will provide, among others, the following services: 
1) housing navigators
2) transportation support
3) youth clothing bank 
4) Commercially and Sexually Exploited Children (CSEC) case manager 
5) legal resources 
6) snack packs 
7) community based services
8) family support and peer navigators
9) behavioral health services
10) employment and education resources
11) public health services

Proposed Ordinance 2019-0210 would name the resource center in the CFJC as the Justice Bobbe J. Bridge Resource Center.

INVITED

1. Justice Bobbe J. Bridge, Washington State Supreme Court, retired. 

ATTACHMENTS

1. Proposed Ordinance 2019-0210
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