2004-0512
METROPOLITAN KING COUNTY COUNCIL 

NOTICE OF HEARING

Proposed Ordinance 2004-0512

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Metropolitan King County Council will hold a public hearing in the Council Chambers on the 10th Floor of the King County Courthouse (516 Third Avenue, Seattle Washington) on Monday, January 31, 2005 beginning at 1:30 p.m.  The purpose of this public hearing is to consider adoption of Proposed Ordinance 2004-0512, relating to the Public Benefit Rating System for open space lands.  


King County encourages public comment on Proposed Ordinance 2004-0512.  You may wish to present oral testimony at the January 31st public hearing.  Testimony is limited to three minutes per speaker and you may provide written copies for the Councilmembers’ review.  Please provide 20 copies of any written material you wish to submit.  The chamber is equipped with an audio/visual system capable of displaying 35mm slides, VHS tapes, overheads, and computer displays.  Audio/visual presentations are included in the 3-minute timeframe.  Testimony sign-up will take place in the lobby outside the Council Chambers before the beginning of the meeting on January 31.  Please call the Metropolitan King County Council offices at (206) 296-1000 if you need directions to the Courthouse.  You may also mail or fax comments to Councilmembers.  The address for the Council is King County Courthouse, 516 Third Avenue #1200 Seattle Washington 98104.  The Council fax number is (206) 296-0198.
The complete text of Proposed Ordinance 2004-0512 is available in the Council Clerk’s office, Room 1025, King County Courthouse, 516 Third Avenue, Seattle Washington.  A copy of the ordinance will be mailed to you upon your request to the Clerk at (206) 296-1020.  Copies of this legislation are also available on the Internet, at www.metrokc.gov/mkcc/clerk/ordinances_advertised.htm
SUMMARY

Proposed Ordinance 2004-0512 would amend the King County Code as follows:

· Revises provisions on reassessment of properties previously approved for current use assessment;

· Describes potential tax reductions available through PBRS system;

· Designates open space resources according to type or character, such as aquifer protection area or trail linkage, and assigns points to each type;
· Describes opportunities to receive bonus points for certain beneficial activities or circumstances on qualifying properties, such as resource restoration, providing public access, or similar provisions:

· Describes procedures for evaluation and approval of open space resource applications, and identifies non-eligible property types.  Requirement for good standing regarding tax status for participation in the program is indicated.  

Dated December 29, 2004 at Seattle, Washington.
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