
Seattle FIFA World Cup 2026TM
January 20, 2026

Transportation, Economy, and Environment Committee
King County Council

Dylan Ordoñez, Senior Vice President External Affairs
Seattle FIFA World Cup 26TM Local Organizing Committee (SeattleFWC26)

Vaughn Taylor, Vice President of Economic Development
Seattle Metropolitan Chamber of Commerce

Nothing in this deck may be re-used for commercial purposes



7

FIFA WORLD CUP 26TM

JUNE 11 – JULY 19, 2026

142 days away

Largest sporting 
event ever staged

SEA-VAN are 2nd 
closest Host Cities

Overlaps with 
America’s 250th

on July 4th

104 Matches
48 Teams 
3 Host Countries
16 Cities

Estimates: 
3 billion+ global viewers for Final match
6 million+ tickets in US

Seattle specific: 
Up to 750k visitors over three weeks
More than 2 billion global viewers
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Vancouver

San Francisco Bay Area

Los Angeles

Kansas City

Dallas
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Monterrey

Guadalajara
Mexico City

Toronto Boston

NYC/New Jersey

Philadelphia

Atlanta
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FIFA WORLD CUP 26 SEATTLETM

MATCH SCHEDULE

Full 
match 

schedule

Weekday 
matches only

US Men’s 
National Team 
play here on June 
19

Matches on 
Juneteenth & 
kicking off Pride
weekend





WA WORLD CUP FOOTPRINT: 6/15-7/6FIFA 
WORLD 
CUP 26

WA 
FOOT
PRINT



SEATTLE STADIUM (LUMEN FIELD)
CURRENT PLANNING PARAMETERS

• Every match at full capacity

• Kickoffs 12p, 1p, 5p, and 8p

• More dignitaries, esp last 2 games

• Enhanced security protocols in effect

• North Lot activities restricted to 
ticketed fans

• No public parking in garage or North Lot

• Gates open three hours prior to kickoff 
through two hours after final whistle

• No Mariners/FWC26 dual event days



FIFA WORLD CUP 26 SEATTLETM

Up to 750k fans
Over the 3 weeks between local matches 

$929 million economic benefit
According to Visit Seattle’s preliminary estimates
(Dec. 2024)

12pm, 1pm, 5pm, and 8pm kickoffs
Int’l broadcast, global audience

9 days
Average stay of international FWC fans in US – not necessarily in WA 



Sharing the 
Economic 
Benefits

COMMUNITY PLAYBOOKS
GETTING WA READY FOR 2026

Helps community organizations navigate 
FIFA rules and best practices for hosting 

unofficial FWC26 viewing parties

Shares guidance, case studies, and 
strategies to help small businesses 

benefit from FWC26 activity and sustain 
operations for future mega-events

Provides all organizations customizable 
digital marketing assets and usage 

guidance to promote cohesive unofficial 
branding across city, region and state

WATCH 
PARTY 
PLAYBOOK

COMMUNITY 
BRANDING  
PLAYBOOK

SMALL BUSINESS
MEGAEVENT
PLAYBOOK

PROVIDED BY

RELEASE: AUGUST RELEASE: SEPTEMBER

PROVIDED BY

SUMMER ENGAGEMENT, 

RELEASE: NOVEMBER

PROVIDED BY

FOR MORE INFO,  CONTACT  INFO@SEA2026.ORG

mailto:info@sea2026.org


info@sea2026.org

Thank you!

mailto:info@sea2026.org




Seattle Metro Chamber of Commerce



Seattle Metro Chamber of Commerce

• Seattle FIFA World Cup 26

Local Organizing Committee 

(Seattle FWC26 LOC)

Ideation & Inspiration

• Chambers of Commerce

• BIAs & BDOs

• CBOs

• Gov’t Orgs 

• ADO Fan Zones

Playbook Advisory 

Committee

• Local Government

• Economic Development Experts

• Workforce, Tourism & Public 
Safety Experts

Technical Subject 

Matter Experts

• Economic Developers

• Technical Assistance Providers

• Entrepreneurs
• Higher Ed. Institutions

Content Reviewers

• Group 1: Chambers, BIAs, 

BDOs, Financial Institutions, 

Gov’t Orgs, ADO Fan Zones
• Group 2: Small Business owners 

& Entrepreneurs

Focus Groups & 

Review Sessions

Playbook Development Process
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Seattle Metro Chamber of Commerce

Get the Megaevent Playbook here!

Game Ready, Business Ready



Seattle Metro Chamber of Commerce

Register Here!

World Cup Ready: Small Business Mega Event 
Playbook Workshop
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