K.C.C. 21A.24.070 will read as follows:

Alteration exception.

A.  The director may approve alterations to critical areas, critical area buffers and critical area setbacks not otherwise allowed by this chapter and that are not development standards or alteration conditions to allowed alterations as follows:


  1.  For linear structures the director may approve alterations to critical areas, critical area buffers and critical area setbacks only when all of the following criteria are met:


    a.  there is no feasible alternative to the development proposal with less impact on the critical area; 


    b.  the proposal minimizes the impact on critical areas ; and


    c.  the alteration:


      (1)  connects to or is an alteration to a public roadway, public trail, a utility corridor or utility facility owned or operated by a public agency or company regulated by the Washington Utilities and Transportation Commission, or other public infrastructure; or


      (2)  is required to overcome limitations due to gravity;


  2.  For nonlinear structures the director may approve alterations to critical areas except wetlands, aquatic areas and wildlife habitat conservation areas, and alterations to critical area buffers and critical area setbacks when all of the following criteria are met:


    a.  there is no feasible alternative to the development proposal with less adverse impact on the critical area;


    b.  the alteration is the minimum necessary to accommodate the development proposal;


    c.  for dwelling units, no more than three thousand square feet or ten percent of the site may be disturbed by structure or other land alteration including grading, utility installations and landscaping but not including the area used for an on-site sewage disposal system;


    d.  access is located to have the least adverse impact on the critical area and critical area buffer, 


    e.  the critical area is not used as a salmonid spawning area; 


    f.  the alteration does not result in:


      (1)  a net increase in the base flood elevation;


      (2)  a measurable decrease in slope stability;


      (3)  a measurable decrease in water quality; or


      (4)  a measurable increase in erosion potential; and


    g.  for alterations to aquatic area buffers located on lake shorelines on lots that were created before the effective date of this seciton:


      (1)  at least seventy-five percent of the lots abutting the shoreline or seventy-five percent of the lake frontage, whichever constitutes the most developable lake frontage, has existing density of four dwelling units per acre or more;


      (2)  functional buffer or aquatic area vegetation does not remain upon the lot for which the alteration exception is sought, and the absence of vegetation is not the result of any illegal action; and


      (3)  any significant biologic or hydrologic feature of the aquatic area or aquatic area buffer will not be adversely affected; and


3.  The director may approve alterations to critical areas, critical area buffers and critical area setbacks if the application of this chapter would deny all reasonable use of the property and all of the following criteria are met:


    a.    there is no other reasonable use with less adverse impact on the critical area;


    b.  the development proposal does not pose an unreasonable threat to the public health, safety or welfare on or off the development proposal site and is consistent with the general purposes of this chapter and the public interest; and


   c.  any authorized alteration to the critical area or critical area buffer is the minimum necessary to allow for reasonable use of the property.

B.  For the purpose of this section "linear structure" means infrastructure that supports development that is linear in nature and includes public and private roadways, public trails, private driveways, railroads, utility corridors and utility facilities.

C.  Alteration exceptions approved under this section shall meet the mitigation requirements of this chapter.

D.  An applicant for an alteration exception shall submit a critical area report, as required by K.C.C. 21A.24.110.

