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STAFF REPORT
SUBJECT:  

Establish new and amend existing Department of Judicial Administration (DJA) fees as established by King County Code (KCC)
SUMMARY:
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2008-0573 BACKGROUND:  

KCC 4.73.010 and KCC 4.83.050 authorize DJA to assess fees related to non-certified copies.  2008-0573 consolidates and extends this authority to fees associated with online self-service copies including the added benefit of creation of electronic copies.  Additionally, this increases the fee to $0.15 per page from $0.10 per page.

While DJA conservatively expects the volume of this existing service to decrease minimally with the increase in fees, DJA expects the fee increase to generate an additional estimated $39,500 in 2009.

2008-0574 BACKGROUND:  

Through proposed Ordinance 2008-0574, KCC 4.83 would be amended to authorize a new $30.00 fee for providing services on an expedited basis.  This is a new service offering that is driven by customer requests, as well as being balanced with a need to recover costs associated with these types of enhanced service requests.  This rate level was established as a market rate service and is based on comparable fees collected by various private providers for expedited information requests. 
While DJA is establishing procedures for collecting this fee, DJA has proposed establishing fee waivers for this service and their Ex Parte presentation fee.  This waiver procedure provides for social equity and includes an appeals process for related decision making.

DJA estimates that this new service and fee will generate $30,000 in 2009.

2008-0575 BACKGROUND:  

KCC 4.71.100 provides for fees to be assessed on submittals requiring special handling due to errors or lack of completeness.  Related to the transition to e-filing currently underway, KCC 4.71.100 is proposed to be amended though proposed Ordinance 2008-0575 to include failure to follow court rules or statutes.  This extension of this $15.00 fee is meant to encourage compliance with filing rules and statutes, while recovering costs associated with non-compliant submittals.

While it is likely that some submittals will be non-compliant, DJA is not estimating any new revenue associated with this fee.

2008-0578 BACKGROUND:  

Currently, DJA recovers $0 for postage and handling associated with mail out requests.  Proposed Ordinance 2008-0578 provides for a $7.00 handling fee and $3.00 postage fee (if postage is not provided by the customer).  This new fee would be established by adding a new section to KCC 4.83 
DJA estimates recovery of $52,560 in 2009 through fees associated with proposed Ordinance 2008-0578.
2008-0583 BACKGROUND:  

While DJA is moving to mandatory e-filing, a requirement still exists for certain working papers to be submitted to the court.  As a service to e-filers and through 2008-0583, DJA proposes to produce and deliver electronic working paper submittals to the relevant judicial officers per litigant specifications for a $20.00 fee.  This is frequently very tight timeline, labor-intensive work, which would normally include the added expense of delivery.  As part of the process of developing the overall e-filing process, stakeholders identified this service a high value service that would increase the efficiency of the e-filing.

While this will be an initial rollout, DJA will be tracking associated time and expenses for adjustments with the 2010 budget.  Based on the $20.00 fee, DJA estimates this service will generate $600,000 in 2009.
ANALYSIS:
The adoption of these fees complement the move to e-filing while ensuring costs can be reasonably recovered. Combined, establishment of these fees represents an estimated $776,000 in 2009.
REASONABLENESS:

Establishment of these new fees would constitute a reasonable business decision.
INVITED:
Bob Cowan, Office of Management and Budget
Barbara Miner, Department of Judicial Administration
ATTACHMENTS:
1. Proposed Ordinance 2008-0573

2. Fiscal Note Proposed Ordinance 2008-0573
3. Proposed Ordinance 2008-0574

4. Fiscal Note Proposed Ordinance 2008-0574
5. Proposed Ordinance 2008-0575

6. Fiscal Note Proposed Ordinance 2008-0575

7. Proposed Ordinance 2008-0578

8. Fiscal Note Proposed Ordinance 2008-0578

9. Proposed Ordinance 2008-0583

10. Fiscal Note Proposed Ordinance 2008-0583


