ATTACHMENT 5

What is the Process for Approval of a Levy?

The following process authorizes a levy for collection within King County.

1. The council authorizes a ballot measure, such as the one proposed, requesting voter approval of a specific levy, such as AFIS or Emergency Medical Services (Medic One).  The measure includes the proposed levy period and rate cap.

2. If approved by the voters, the county may levy for the period approved and at a rate up to but not over the approved rate.  [A levy duration and rate are governed by the Revised Code of Washington (RCW).]   

3. This rate is set by the council each year in December when the council adopts a property tax certification or “sunshine” ordinance.  This process occurs each year during the voter approved levy period.   

4. Depending upon identified needs the rate of collection for a particular year could range from zero – or no collection - to the maximum approved by the voters.  
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