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October 12, 2015


The Honorable Larry Phillips
Chair, King County Council
Room 1200
C O U R T H O U S E

Dear Councilmember Phillips:

The attached ordinance is one of a series of appropriation requests being submitted as individual items.  Collectively, these requests serve as the mid-biennium review of biennial budgets described in RCW 36.40.250 and required by section 405 of the King County Charter.  An additional appropriation request for a group of items likely will be submitted later in the year.

This ordinance would appropriate $2,321,175 of fund balance in the Mental Illness and Drug Dependency (MIDD) program for a variety of costs.  Some of these are additional funding for existing initiatives and others are new requests.

The largest single request is for $800,000 to support the Law Enforcement Assisted Diversion (LEAD) program.  This pilot effort diverts individuals from the criminal justice system and provides services to help people lead more productive lives.  LEAD has been funded by the City of Seattle and grant funds.  The grant funding ends in 2015 and the program would have to be scaled back significantly without additional funding.  The LEAD program is strongly supported by the Prosecutor’s Office, Sheriff’s Office, Department of Public Defense, and the Department of Community and Human Services.

If approved, funding for LEAD would not be a long-term commitment of County resources.  While a preliminary evaluation of the program has been positive, continued evaluation is needed to ensure that the program is creating sustainable results.  A decision on funding in subsequent years will be considered in the MIDD renewal process and the 2017/2018 budget.

I am requesting action on this ordinance prior to the end of 2015 so the LEAD program can continue without interruption when grant funds are lost.  Other proposed uses of MIDD fund balance are included in this ordinance so the Council has a full picture of MIDD requests.

The standalone appropriation ordinance supports the King County Strategic Plan to “exercise sound financial management and build King County’s long-term fiscal strength.”

I certify that funds are available.  If you have any questions, please contact Dwight Dively, Director, Office of Performance, Strategy and Budget, at 206-263-9687.

Sincerely,



Dow Constantine
King County Executive

Enclosures

cc:	King County Councilmembers
		ATTN:  Carolyn Busch, Chief of Staff
			  Anne Noris, Clerk of the Council
	Carrie S. Cihak, Chief of Policy Development, King County Executive Office
	Dwight Dively, Director, Office of Performance, Strategy and Budget
[bookmark: _GoBack]Adrienne Quinn, Director, Department of Community and Human Services

