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SUBJECT

A motion accepting the King County-Cities Climate Collaboration (K4C) 2021 Work Plan and Budget.

SUMMARY

Motion 2021-0073 accepts the 2021 work plan and budget for the King County-Cities Climate Collaboration (K4C), as requested by Motion 14449. The 2021 K4C budget includes expenditures of $44,900.

BACKGROUND 

The K4C is a voluntary but formal partnership between King County, the Port of Seattle and 16[footnoteRef:1] cities to work together on climate and sustainability issues. The K4C is supported by an Interlocal Agreement (Ordinance 17285) outlining areas of focus for joint work and cost-share requirements. Through K4C, staff from the partner cities share ideas and best practices and host an annual summit of elected officials from the partner cities to discuss climate related topics.  [1:  Bellevue, Burien, Issaquah, Kenmore, Kent, Kirkland, Lake Forest Park, Mercer Island, Normandy Park, Redmond, Renton, Sammamish, Seattle, Shoreline, Snoqualmie, and Tukwila
] 


As specified in the interlocal agreement, K4C is funded by a shared funding model, scaled to member jurisdictions’ population. Participating cities determine how to use shared resources to support regional climate progress. The K4C Interlocal Agreement (ILA) includes a stipulation that 75 percent of parties must approve of budget expenditures.

In 2019, K4C elected officials and staff updated and strengthened the K4C’s Joint Climate Action Commitments. The actions are intended to get the region on track towards shared and ambitious countywide, greenhouse gas (GHG) reduction targets formally adopted by King County in King County’s Strategic Climate Action Plan (SCAP). Many of the strategies and priority actions of the King County’s SCAP mirror the K4C commitments. As noted in the 2021 work program, much of the K4C’s work is completed by staff and elected officials of K4C partners and does not require K4C budget or expenditure. 

Motion 14449, adopting the County’s SCAP includes the following requirement for reporting on K4C:

“Consistent with Ordinance 17285, which authorized the Interlocal Agreement for the King County-Cities Climate Collaboration, the executive is requested to coordinate with staff of the transportation, economy and environment committee, or its successor, in developing the annual work plans and budget for the King County-Cities Climate Collaboration under the interlocal agreement.  The executive is requested to submit by January 31, and every year thereafter, the King County-Cities Climate Collaboration annual work plan and budget to the council for acceptance by motion.  The 2016 work plan should include recommendations on the timing and approach for an update to the interlocal agreement that includes addressing drafting issues identified during the council’s initial review of the agreement.”

ANALYSIS

The 2021 K4C budget and work plan priorities include: support updates to countywide planning policies that will strengthen shared GHG emission targets and update measurement policies; engagement by elected officed on state legislative issues; involvement in work to develop regional approaches to supporting energy efficiency retrofit programs; and developing a climate preparedness agenda.

The 2021 K4C budget is listed below.

2021 K4C Budget

	2021 K4C Revenues from ILA Defined Partner Contribution
	$44,900

	Planned expenditures for city specific GHG data and development of stronger GHG emissions reduction targets
	$35,000

	Unallocated resources for expenditures 
	$9,900

	Total Resources Available for 2021	
	$44,900



The Work Plan reports K4C will partner with King County to expend $35,000 to develop additional city specific greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions data and complete technical work to support adoption of stronger countywide GHG emissions reductions targets. There is another $9,900 of unallocated resources for expenditures. 

In addition to King County’s ILA contribution ($10,000), in past years the County has also contributed $15,000 from the County’s climate change cost share budget which is funded by cost shares from county agencies based on their greenhouse gas emissions from energy and fuel. These funds can be spent without approval of the cities. For 2021, King County is providing $11,250 from the County’s climate change cost share budget which will be used for King County staff time to help coordinate the K4C. 



2020 Expenditures

Executive staff provided the following list of actual expenditures that occurred in 2020. 

	K4C Related 2020 Expenditures
	Approved by K4C
	Actual

	Community Outreach
	Support development of shared messaging about climate action and develop materials to be used for “roadshow” to K4C member councils and to be used by K4C partners in their outreach. Goals of materials are to make councils and residents aware of work K4C is doing and provide guidance for actions that councils and residents can take to support K4C members. 
	$25,000
	$25,000

	National Energy Codes
	Several K4C partners planned are interested in supporting strong energy code provisions in the proposed 2021 International Energy Conservation Code (IECC). 
	$5,000
	$5,000

	Local Commercial Energy Codes
	Develop a review and report of commercial building codes in K4C partner jurisdictions, including review of best practices across the Pacific Northwest. The Regional Code Collaboration researched and developed advanced commercial energy codes in a separate initiative, making this project unnecessary. 
	$20,000
	$0

	Subtotal
	Approved by K4C
	$50,000
	$30,000

	Climate Action Toolkit
	Toolkit and tool to support city climate action. Supports K4C but not funded by ILA contributions. Funded by combination of King County's K4C "additional" contributions and other County budget sources.
	$0
	$47,525

	Subtotal
	Additional County contributions to support K4C
	$0
	$47,525

	Totals
	
	$50,000
	$77,525 




ATTACHMENTS

1. Proposed Motion 2021-0073 (and its attachments)
2. Transmittal Letter
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