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SUBJECT

Proposed Ordinance 2021-0184 would propose an amendment to the Preamble of the King County Charter to add and clarify goals and make a grammatical correction.

SUMMARY

The 2018-2019 King County Charter Review Commission (CRC)[footnoteRef:1] recommended 11 amendments to the King County Charter. Six of these amendments and one Council-proposed Charter amendment were placed on the ballot in November 2020 and approved by voters. The remaining Charter amendments recommended by the CRC have not yet been considered. Proposed Ordinance 2021-0184 would propose an amendment to the King County Charter to include equitable government, a strong urban and rural economy, and a superior quality of life among the County's goals, and to make one grammatical correction.  [1:  2018-2019 King County Charter Review Commission: Report to the King County Council, November 2019, https://kingcounty.gov/independent/charter-review-commission.aspx ] 


To place this potential Charter amendment on the November 2, 2021 ballot, the last regular Council meeting date for adoption is July 20, 2021.[footnoteRef:2] The deadline for Elections to receive the effective ordinance is August 3, 2021.
 [2:  An ordinance adopting a charter amendment is not subject to Executive veto, so the legislation is effective 10 days after the Council adopts it.] 


BACKGROUND 

Charter Review Commission. The King County Charter provides for a resident commission[footnoteRef:3] to be assembled every ten years for the purpose of reviewing the charter and presenting a written report recommending amendments to the County Council. The 2018-2019 King County Charter Review Commission (CRC) recommended 11 charter amendments.[footnoteRef:4] Six of these proposed amendments and one Council-proposed Charter amendment were placed on the ballot in November 2020 and approved by voters.[footnoteRef:5] The remaining Charter amendments proposed by the CRC have yet to be considered. [3:  King County Charter Section 800]  [4:  2018-2019 King County Charter Review Commission: Report to the King County Council, November 2019]  [5:  https://info.kingcounty.gov/kcelections/Vote/contests/ballotmeasures.aspx?eid=22 ] 


The Preamble serves as the introduction to the County Charter and provides a brief statement on the activities, goals, and objectives of King County government. The CRC proposed changes to the Preamble in their 2018-2019 Report to the Council. The changes that are included in Proposed Ordinance 2021-0184 are those recommended by the CRC that have not yet been made. The CRC proposed replacing the word "citizen" with "public," "member of the public," or "resident," as applicable, throughout the Charter, including the Preamble. This change was made through Charter Amendment No. 3 which was approved by voters at the November 2020 General Election. 

ANALYSIS

Proposed Ordinance 2021-0184 would propose an amendment to the Preamble of the King County Charter to add and clarify goals and make a grammatical correction. If adopted by King County Council, the proposed Charter amendment to the Preamble would be sent to the voters for their ratification or rejection at the November 2, 2021 General Election. 

The four changes to the Preamble that appear in Proposed Ordinance 2021-0184 were proposed in the 2018-2019 CRC report. The first change would insert the words "equitable" and "for all" in reference to the operation of King County government. The second change would correct the grammatical error in the spelling of the word "ensure". The third change would add "protect and enhance" in reference to a healthy rural and urban environment and economy. The fourth and last change would be to insert the goal to, "promote a superior quality of life." These changes can be seen in context in the paragraph below.[footnoteRef:6]  [6:  The portions that appear underlined in this paragraph are proposed to be added; the word in double parenthesis with a strikethrough is proposed for deletion.] 


We, the people of King County, Washington, in order to form a more just, equitable and orderly government for all, establish separate legislative and executive branches, ((insure)) ensure responsibility and accountability for local and regional county governance and services, enable effective public participation, preserve, protect and enhance a healthy rural and urban environment and economy, promote a superior quality of life and secure the benefits of home rule and self-government, in accordance with the Constitution of the State of Washington, do adopt this charter.

The first change, inserting "equitable" and "for all" was proposed in the CRC report in order to, "note that county government should be a resource and provide service to all residents of the county in an equitable manner."[footnoteRef:7] In reference to the third and fourth changes proposed, the CRC report states, "we believe that the county has a role in promoting a superior quality of life and in protecting healthy urban and rural environments. […] The county has a direct role through service provision in some areas and does not provide services directly in other areas. However, even in areas where the county might not currently provide direct services, like economic development or education, the county can still serve as a leader, convener, or facilitator of improvements in these areas."[footnoteRef:8]  [7:  CRC Report, page 3. ]  [8:  Ibid.] 


The CRC report included a minority report on the change proposed to the Preamble. The minority report stated that the proposed amendment did not go, "far enough in highlighting the areas where the county should be investing time and resources."[footnoteRef:9] [9:  Ibid.] 


To place any of the potential charter change amendments on the November 2, 2021, ballot, the last regular Council meeting date for adoption is July 20, 2021.[footnoteRef:10] The last special Council meeting date to adopt this ordinance as an emergency is August 3. The deadline for Elections to receive the effective ordinance is August 3, 2021. [10:  An ordinance adopting a charter amendment is not subject to Executive veto, so the legislation is effective 10 days after the Council adopts it.] 


AMENDMENT

There is one amendment that would correct the punctuation of the ballot proposition from a period to a question mark.  


ATTACHMENTS

1. 2021-0184 Proposed Ordinance
2. Amendment 1
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