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June 1, 2017
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The Honorable Joe McDermott
Chair, King County Council
Room 1200
C O U R T H O U S E

Dear Councilmember McDermott:

As required by Proviso 4, Section 132 of the 2017/2018 adopted Budget Ordinance (Ordinance 18409), I am transmiting a motion for your consideration approving Metro’s report regarding the Implementation of New RapidRide Lines. 

The report includes the following as described in Proviso 4, Section 132 of Ordinance 18409:

The report shall describe the process for implementing new RapidRide lines and shall identify the appropriations ordinances, ordinances establishing RapidRide lines, service change ordinances and ordinances approving interlocal agreements relating to RapidRide lines that are anticipated to be required for proposed new RapidRide lines. To the extent possible, the report should identify estimated timelines for consideration and enactment of the identified ordinances. The report shall also address RapidRide lines funded by capital project 1129747, the Metro Connects RapidRide Expansion.

The process, ordinances, and timelines associated with the implementation of all new lines in the RapidRide Expansion program are described in this report and the companion proviso response report “Ordinance 18409 Proviso P5 Report,” relating to the METRO CONNECTS RapidRide project. This report represents the additional actions needed to authorize Metro to incur costs that will be reimbursed by the City of Seattle for the implementation of the seven RapidRide lines within Seattle and included in the Move Seattle RapidRide project. 

The first six RapidRide lines, implemented between 2010 and 2014 that provide frequent service and upgraded rider amenities, have proven to attract new riders and grow ridership at a pace faster than other Metro service. Rider satisfaction surveys indicate that RapidRide is recognized by riders as a higher quality service. In 2016, compared to their pre-RapidRide routes, combined ridership on the six RapidRide lines was up by 69 percent (ranging from 32 percent – 130 percent). It is expected that new RapidRide lines will show similar ridership trends. 

The expansion of the RapidRide program, adding seven new lines in Seattle by 2025 in partnership with the City of Seattle, furthers the goals of the King County Strategic Plan by building lasting regional partnerships, reducing environmental impacts, and meeting the growing need for transportation services throughout the County.

King County’s Equity and Social Justice goals are supported by providing riders who have limited mobility options with a high quality, frequent transit service that improves regional connectivity. 

The expansion of the RapidRide program also furthers the goals of the Strategic Climate Action Plan by increasing strategies to minimize our region’s carbon footprint through expanding transit services resulting in less vehicle emissions overall. 

It is estimated that this report required 25 staff hours to produce, costing $1,500, with minimal printing costs.

Thank you for your consideration of this motion to approve this report. If you have any questions, please contact Bill Bryant, Manager of Service Development, at 206-477-6456, or via email at bill.bryant@kingcounty.gov.

Sincerely,



Dow Constantine
King County Executive
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