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April 2, 2002

The Honorable Cynthia Sullivan

Chair, King County Council

Room 1200

C O U R T H O U S E

Dear Councilmember Sullivan:

Attached is a report prepared in response to the proviso contained in Section 107 of the 2002 Adopted Budget and a motion accepting the report.  That proviso requested an explanation and justification for $122,000 of the PERS 3 appropriation request to educate County employees about the new retirement option.

The rationale for the use of the funds is outlined in the response and demonstrates that the request for funding goes beyond educating employees on the specifics of PERS 3.  The $122,000 appropriation also includes communications and training on the new retirement system necessary to support reporting all state retirement plan information, including PERS 3 information, to the State of Washington.

.

An appendix to the report is included in the response detailing the Department of Retirement System’s education plan, number of training sessions they will provide, and extent to which they plan to provide education services.  The communication, education and training activities included in the PERS 3 Project

· do not duplicate activities provided by DRS;

· are necessary for successful implementation of the new reporting system and improved retirement information business processes; and

· reduce the County’s overall liability for future complaints or legal action by employees.

I request that the County Council review the enclosed information which details how the $122,000 will be expended and approve the motion accepting the report.  Please feel free to contact Kerry Schaefer, Supervisor, Personnel Services & Benefits Section, Department of Executive Services, at (206) 263-5051 if you have any questions or need further clarification.

Sincerely,

Ron Sims

King County Executive

Enclosure

cc:
King County Councilmembers



ATTN:  Ellen Petre, Interim Chief of Staff




  Shelley Sutton, Policy Staff Director




  Anne Noris, Clerk of the Council


Calvin Hoggard, Chief of Staff, King County Executive Office


Paul Tanaka, County Administrative Officer, Department of Executive Services (DES)


Anita Whitfield, Manager, Human Resources Management Division, DES


Kerry Schaefer, Supervisor, Personnel Services & Benefits Sections, DES


Steve Call, Director, Office of Budget

