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Growth Management and Unincorporated Areas Committee
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SUBJECT:

Adopting amendments to the Countywide Planning Policies; amending the urban growth area boundary map, the interim potential annexation areas map, and the urban separator map.
BACKGROUND:

The Growth Management Planning Council (GMPC) is a formal body comprised of elected officials from King County, Seattle, Bellevue, the Suburban Cities, and Special Districts.  The GMPC was created in 1992 by interlocal agreement, in response to a provision in the Washington State Growth Management Act (GMA) requiring cities and counties to work together to adopt Countywide Planning Policies (CPPs).  
Under GMA, countywide planning policies serve as the framework for each individual jurisdiction’s comprehensive plan, and ensure countywide consistency with respect to land use planning efforts.  As provided for in the interlocal agreement, the GMPC developed and recommended the Countywide Planning Policies, which were adopted by the King County Council and ratified by the cities.  Subsequent amendments to the CPPs follow the same process: recommendation by the GMPC, adoption by the King County Council, and ratification by the cities.  Amendments to the CPPs become effective when ratified by ordinance or resolution by at least 30% of the city and county governments representing at least 70% of the population of King County.  A city shall be deemed to have ratified an amendment to the CPPs unless, within 90 days of adoption by King County, the city by legislative action disapproves it.
SUMMARY:

Proposed Ordinance 2005-0045 would amend the Countywide Planning Policies by making adjustments to the Urban Growth Area, Potential Annexation Area, and Urban Separator maps.  
As part of the 2004 Comprehensive Plan Update, the King County Council made several changes to the urban growth area boundary.  Because the GMA requires the County’s comprehensive plan to be consistent with the Countywide Planning Policies, these amendments necessitate changes to the Urban Growth Area map in the countywide planning document.  The county’s redesignation of lands from rural to urban also requires changes to the Potential Annexation Area map, since urban areas are to eventually be annexed by cities.  In one instance, a County amendment would require a change to the Urban Separator map.

Because the Council had already made the policy decision(s) to amend the Urban Growth Area in the 2004 Comprehensive Plan Update, a detailed discussion of the individual map amendments is not included in this staff report.  Instead, brief descriptions of each of the proposed changes are included below:
Amendments to the countywide Urban Growth Area Boundary map:
· Redesignation of Redmond’s Perrigo Park from rural to urban.
· Redesignation of the Enumclaw Golf Course from rural to urban.

· Redesignation of a small parcel on Cougar Mountain from rural to urban.

· Redesignation of about 120 acres of the Bear Creek Urban Planned Development from urban to rural.

· Redesignation of approximately 128 acres east of Kirkland (described as Willows Road) from rural to urban.
· Redesignation of Covington Park from rural to urban.

· Redesignation of about 6 acres including the Renton Christian Center and some land owned by King County from rural to urban.
· Redesignation of about 9 acres adjacent to the Issaquah Spar Road from rural to urban, as well as the redesignation of a small (less than ¼ acre) parcel in the same area from urban to rural.

Amendments to the countywide Potential Annexation Areas map:
· Inclusion of Perrigo Park in Redmond’s potential annexation area.
· Inclusion of the Enumclaw Golf Course in Enumclaw’s potential annexation area.

· Inclusion of the Willows Road area in Kirkland’s potential annexation area.

· Inclusion of Covington Park within Covington’s potential annexation area.

· Inclusion of about 6 acres including the Renton Christian Center and some land owned by King County within Renton’s potential annexation area.

· Inclusion of about 9 acres adjacent to the Issaquah Spar Road within Issaquah’s potential annexation area.

· Resolution of a potential annexation area that was formerly claimed by both SeaTac and Tukwila; this area is now within Tukwila’s potential annexation area
.
Amendments to the countywide Urban Separator map:
· Creation of a new urban separator in the Willows Road area.
Proposed Ordinance 2005-0045 would also ratify these changes on behalf of the population of unincorporated King County, as required by Countywide Planning Policy FW-1, Step 9.
STAFF ANALYSIS:
Council staff, through its participation on the GMPC’s interjurisdictional staff team, has had an opportunity to review the proposed CPP map amendments, and concurs that they are the same map amendments made by the King County Council in the 2004 Comprehensive Plan Update.  A more thorough description of the proposed changes is included as Attachment 3 to this staff report.  Additionally, documentation on the use restrictions of the Enumclaw Golf Course, Covington Park and Perrigo Park is included as Attachment 4 to this staff report, pursuant to King County Comprehensive Plan Policy U-104.
ATTACHMENTS:


1. Documentation of use restrictions for Enumclaw Golf Course, Covington Park and Perrigo Park.



� This is the only proposed change that was not driven by amendments to the King County Comprehensive Plan, but by the actions of cities working to resolve their PAAs.
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