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	Expenditures
	
	Revenues
	
	FTEs
	
	TLTs

	2024 Revised Budget, Annualized
	
	$39,264,095
	
	$11,082,111
	
	238.1
	
	1.0

	2025 Base Budget Adjust.
	
	$3,921,937
	
	$0
	
	0.0
	
	(1.0)

	2025 Decision Packages
	
	$962,678
	
	$939,893
	
	(2.3) 
	
	0.0 

	2025 Proposed Budget
	
	$44,149,000
	
	$12,023,000
	
	235.8
	
	0.0

	% Change from prior biennium, annualized
	
	12.4%
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Dec. Pkg. as % of prior biennium, annualized
	
	2.4%
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Major Revenue Sources: General Fund 



DESCRIPTION

The King County District Court (KCDC) is the largest court of limited jurisdiction in the state of Washington and is currently responsible for processing over 200,000 cases per year.  The court adjudicates all misdemeanant and infraction cases for unincorporated King County, including charges filed by Washington State Patrol, Sound Transit, Port of Seattle, University of Washington, Metro, Fish and Wildlife, State Parks, Liquor Control Board, and cases from the 12 jurisdictions that contract with District Court for municipal court services. District Court also conducts bench and jury trials, Relicensing Court, Student Court, Mental Health Court, Regional Veterans Court, and Community Court.  The District Court also manages Therapeutic Community Court, which currently operates in Redmond and Shoreline.

SUMMARY OF PROPOSED BUDGET AND CHANGES

The 2025 Executive proposed budget is $44,149,000, which is about 12.4% more than the 2024 revised budget annualized of $39,264,095.  The proposed changes include the following:

· An ongoing request of $51,530 to transfer to KCDC MIDD.  According to Executive staff, the request will help cover a portion of the costs for a judge and a clerk as the City of Bellevue has decided to partner with KCDC.

· Elimination of two FTE clerk positions as planned and that were part of District Court’s E-Court implementation[footnoteRef:1].  According to Executive staff, E-court is the electronic case management system used to enter data and track all of KCDC’s cases[footnoteRef:2]. Additionally, KCDC has not determined which location will see the reduction of two clerk positions. [1:  There are no savings from the elimination of the two Clerk positions because the allocation for the positions were returned to the County and then COVID delayed the return of the positions.]  [2:  The first phase of E-Court went live in October 2017 and the second phase went live in November 2020.] 


· A one-time request of $40,000, which is fully revenue backed, to address cases affected by the Washington State Supreme Court, State vs. Blake decision.  According to Executive staff, the county has a contract with the Administrative Office of Courts (AOC) for reimbursement of criminal justice Blake costs, in which the county submits for reimbursement each quarter[footnoteRef:3]. Executive staff also noted that Blake requests are winding down and this request should cover the remainder of Blake cases. [3:  The current contract is valid through July 31, 2025.] 


· An ongoing request of $500,000 to bring KCDC in compliance with the minimum-security standards under Washington State Supreme Court General Rule 36(g), which requires the following:

(1) Policy and procedure guide for all court and clerk personnel; 

(2) Weapons screening by uniformed security personnel at all public entrances;

(3) Security audits every three years;

(4) Security cameras recording with signage that recording is taking place;

(5) Duress alarms at multiple strategic locations with broadcasting to the nearest law enforcement agency with jurisdiction over the court site;

(6) Emergency notification broadcast system in place and all personnel trained on the system; and

(7) Active shooter training for all court and clerk personnel. 

According to Executive staff, the plan is to install exterior window coverings, interior window coverings, secure access to judicial chambers, and x-ray machines at outlying locations.
 
KEY ISSUES

Staff have not identified any key issues with this budget. 





