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The Honorable Larry Gossett:
Chair, King County Council
Room 1200
C O U R T H O U S E

Dear Councilmember Gossett:

This letter transmits an ordinance that will help the Wastewater Treatment Division (WTD) of the Department of Natural Resources and Parks ensure the timely completion of the North Creek Sewer Interceptor (Interceptor) project. Delays in the start of construction could increase costs and the potential risk of overflows. Replacement of the Interceptor will add critical capacity and help prevent overflows. In order to acquire all of the necessary property interests needed for construction, it is necessary for King County to have the authority to condemn those interests.

In the event that voluntary acquisition efforts are unsuccessful, the ordinance would authorize condemnation for permanent and temporary easements for the replacement of the existing sewer Interceptor located in southern Snohomish County. It is important to note that all of the permanent easements are subsurface. This project will bring theInterceptor up to King County’s 20-year peak flow design standard to meet current and future capacity needs in this rapidly growing area.

The existing Interceptor, located in Snohomish County,was built in 1970 by the Alderwood Water and Wastewater District (Alderwood) and purchased by WTD in 2001. The Interceptor consists of approximately 34,934 lineal feet of sewer line that serves southern Snohomish County. An earlier proposed project to add capacity encountered challenging site conditions and did not proceed to completion. WTD used the information gained from that work and has reassessed the project design for completing the remainder of the project. Recent overflows make project completion more urgent.

The ordinance supports the King County Strategic Plan goals of safeguarding the environment by protecting water quality through wastewater treatment. TheInterceptor project will accommodate the projected peak flows and meet the current and planned growth needs of southwest Snohomish County.
Thank you for your consideration of this ordinance. This ordinance will help King County residents enjoy clean water and prevent service interruptions. This ordinance will help complete the Interceptor replacement project on schedule to avoid sanitary sewer overflows and protect the environment.

If you would like more information about this ordinance, please contact Pam Elardo, P.E., Division Director of the Wastewater Treatment Division in the Department of Natural Resources and Parks, at 206-684-1236.

Sincerely,




Dow Constantine
King County Executive

Enclosures

cc:	King County Councilmembers
		ATTN:  Michael Woywod, Chief of Staff
			  Anne Noris, Clerk of the Council
	Carrie S. Cihak, Chief Advisor, Policy and Strategic Initiatives, King County
	    Executive Office
	Dwight Dively, Director, Office of Performance, Strategy and Budget
	Christie True, Director, Department of Natural Resources and Parks (DNRP)
Pam Elardo, P.E., Director, Wastewater Treatment Division, DNRP

