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July 24, 2025


TO:	The Honorable Shannon Braddock, King County Executive

FM:	Warren Jimenez, Division Director, Parks and Recreation Division, 
Department of Natural Resources and Parks

CC:     John Taylor, Director, Department of Natural Resources and Parks
	
RE:	King County Parks Levy Grants: 2025 Award Recommendations 


The Parks Advisory Committees are recommending awards for the following Levy grant programs:

	Grant Program
	Number of Awards
	Amount Awarded

	Aquatic Facilities
	10
	$15,976 ,814

	Parks Capital and Open Space
	9
	$6,703,796

	Open Space – River Corridors
	15
	$7,542,936

	Targeted Equity Grant – Tier 2
	8
	$1,201,000

	Total
	42
	$31,424,546



The Department of Natural Resources and Parks (DNRP) conducted extensive outreach and solicited applications for grant awards from February 24 through April 3, 2025. In addition, consultants provided grant writing and technical assistance to 11 small and emerging community-based organizations. Parks received, and the Advisory Committees evaluated, 136 grant applications requesting more than $82.8 million across all four grant programs.

Over four weeks, Advisory Committee members evaluated and scored the grant applications. Each Advisory Committee then met to discuss grant proposals and determine award recommendations. Discussions continued until available funds were exhausted and/or the Advisory Committee determined not to fund projects that did not align with the goals of the respective grant program.
	
Included as Attachments A-D are recommended lists of grant awardees for the Parks Levy grants. The project lists include recommended award amounts and an abbreviated summary of each project. 


Attachment A
Aquatic Facilities Grant

This program is available to cities, towns and school districts. It helps communities preserve and increase public access to public pools as our region grows and existing facilities become obsolete or reach capacity. This grant program funds acquisitions, planning, and capital projects related to the renovation or expansion of existing facilities, or construction of new aquatic facilities in King County.

	Organization
	Project Name
	District
	Award
	Project Type
	Project Summary

	City of Covington
	Covington Aquatic Center Improvements
	District 9
	$724,000
	Capital - Construction
	This project will preserve and increase access to the Covington Aquatics Center with improvements to the pool liner and addition of family changing rooms.

	City of Bellevue (Bellevue Parks and Community Services)
	Bellevue Aquatic Center Renovation
	District 6
	$349,814
	Capital - Construction
	This project provides continued and improved community access to swim programs in Bellevue through enhanced accessibility, building systems upgrades, and energy and pool systems efficiency improvements.

	City of Enumclaw
	Enumclaw Pool Mechanical/Electrical Upgrades
	District 9
	$400,000
	Capital - Construction
	This project completes recommended mechanical and electrical upgrades. This project will improve functionality, maintenance practices and costs, energy efficiencies, and more.

	City of Federal Way
	Federal Way Community Center Pool Renovation
	District 7
	$1,525,000
	Capital - Construction
	The project aims to modernize facilities, extend the pool's lifespan through projects, such as renovate locker rooms, re-plaster and tile the lap pool, and replace mechanical systems in the pump and boiler room. These upgrades will improve safety, reliability, and the user experience. 

	City of Seattle Department of Parks & Recreation
	Evans Pool Redevelopment Project
	District 4
	$5,000,000
	Capital - Construction
	This project will rebuild the more than 70-year-old Evans Pool to improve access to recreational opportunities for communities and ensure continued access to a facility focused on water safety education and community health.

	Des Moines Pool Metropolitan Park District
	Mount Rainier Pool Electrical System Upgrade
	District 5
	$113,000
	Capital - Construction
	This project aims to replace outdated and failing electrical infrastructure to ensure a safe, energy-efficient, and reliable facility. This project will benefit residents, swim lesson participants, competitive swimmers, and community groups by maintaining uninterrupted access to vital aquatic programs. 

	Highline Public Schools
	Evergreen Pool HVAC Replacement 
	District 8
	$765,000
	Capital - Construction
	This project will replace the failing HVAC system at the Evergreen Aquatic Center (EAC) in White Center. This upgrade will improve air quality, reduce infrastructure corrosion, and enhance the facility’s energy efficiency. 

	Lake Washington School District
	Juanita Aquatics Renovation Phase 3
	District 1
	$2,000,000
	Capital - Construction
	This project will continue to provide critical updates to the Juanita Aquatics Center, such as upgrading mechanical, replacing ceiling, doors, and pool equipment past its useful life, and renovations to the main entrance to enhance safety, security, community use, and ADA access.  

	Tukwila Pool Metropolitan Park District
	Tukwila Pool Renovation & Expansion
	District 8
	$5,000,000
	Capital - Construction
	This project will significantly improve the popular and heavily used 52-year-old Tukwila aquatic facility. Expansion includes upgraded plumbing and electrical equipment, additional warm-water pool, expanded pool and diving well, new locker rooms, and multipurpose rooms for events and education.

	Vashon-Maury Island Park and Recreation District
	Vashon Pool Planning and Design
	District 8
	$100,000
	Planning & Design
	The Vashon Park District is engaging the services to design plans, costing, and construction documents, permitting, and management that will renovate aging infrastructure of the public pool and add desired features that will increase pool use by the Vashon community and make it usable for competitions for the local swim team.

	Total
	10 Projects
	
	$15,976,814
	
	

	





This program is available to cities, towns, and metropolitan parks districts. It funds acquisitions, planning, and capital projects that expand and improve recreation opportunities for the region’s growing population, including the development of active and passive recreation and trail facilities, and the acquisition of open space for future public parks.

	Organization
	Project Name
	District
	Award
	Project Type
	Project Summary

	City of Algona
	Wetland Preserve Restoration & Interpretive Trail
	District 7
	$250,000
	Capital - Construction
	The City of Algona will complete construction of Phase 3 of the interpretative trail and boardwalk. New Park amenities will include the boardwalk, wetland overlook, railing, trails, and signage on the 2.2-acre Algona Wetland Preserve. 

	City of Covington
	Jenkins Creek Trail
	District 9
	$1,000,000
	Capital - Construction
	The Jenkins Creek Trail project will create a multimodal recreation trail integrating and connecting urban and natural areas in Covington. The project represents the initial phase of a three-mile trail system that will connect different parts of the city and provide a key link in the County's regional trail system.

	City of Federal Way
	Sacajawea Track and Turf Replacement
	District 7
	$705796
	Capital - Construction
	The Sacajawea Track and Turf replacement project involves replacing the aging artificial turf field and resurfacing the failing track at Sacajawea Park in Federal Way. The primary beneficiaries of this project are local and regional residents, including athletes, students, and recreational users of all ages. 

	City of Kent
	Uplands Playfield and Spray Park
	District 5
	$1,000,000
	Capital - Construction
	Uplands Playfield and Spray Park will be Kent’s first purpose-built spray park. The project includes a restroom, accessible children’s play area, park shelter, loop trails, plaza space, landscaping improvements, and Interurban Trail-side amenities. 

	City of Maple Valley
	Henry's Switch Park Design
	District 9
	$500,000
	Planning & Design
	This project will complete design and construction documents for Henry’s Switch Park. The project will benefit Maple Valley’s park system, residents, surrounding neighborhoods, Green to Cedar Rivers Trail users, biking enthusiasts, the environment, and unincorporated King County residents.

	City of Seattle Department of Parks & Recreation
	Be'er Sheva Playground & Shelter Improvements
	District 2
	$500,000
	Capital - Construction
	This project will complete the final two phases of the Be’er Sheva Park improvement project, enhancing the park’s accessibility, inclusivity, and usability for the diverse Rainier Beach Community. Planned upgrades include an inclusive play area, a new stage shelter, fitness elements, accessible pathways with wayfinding elements, and a covered basketball court.

	City of Seattle Department of Parks & Recreation
	Dr. Jose Rizal Park Play Area
	District 7
	$1,000,000
	Capital - Construction
	This project will construct a new play area and improve accessibility at Dr. Jose Rizal Park, directly addressing the needs of the diverse and growing Beacon Hill community. This effort responds to strong community demand and the recent opening of a new affordable housing development and childcare facility located directly across the street.

	City of Seattle Department of Parks & Recreation
	Judkins Park Inclusive Playground and Spray Park
	District 2
	$1,000,000
	Capital - Construction
	This project is developing a universally inclusive playground and spray park at Judkins Park to create an accessible, welcoming space for children and families of all abilities. The project will exceed safety and accessibility standards while improving mobility through upgraded trails and ADA-compliant restroom renovations.

	Fall City Metropolitan Park District
	West Side Trail (Phase 2b)
	District 3
	$748,000
	Capital - Construction
	The West Side Trail (Phase 2b) will complete a shared-use paved trail that benefits users of all ages and abilities with its inclusive design, improves public safety for both motorized and nonmotorized users, and expands equitable access by creating a more walkable community by linking schools, residential areas, and downtown Fall City, an unincorporated rural town. 

	Total
	9 Projects
	 
	$6,703,796
	 
	 


Attachment B
Parks Capital and Open Space



This program is available to cities, towns, King County agencies, special purpose districts (port, flood control, conservation, diking, and drainage), nonprofits and salmon recovery forums. It funds acquisitions, planning, and capital projects that help restore the natural functions of rivers, create or restore public access, and/or increase public awareness of river corridors as valuable natural resources. This grant program incentivizes multibenefit projects that integrate recreation and habitat restoration with larger floodplain management efforts.

	Organization
	Project Name
	District
	Award
	Project Type
	Project Summary

	City of Kenmore
	ƛ̕ax̌ʷadis (Tl' awh-ah-dees) Park Property Acquisition
	District 1
	$1,000,000
	Land Acquisition
	This project adds 12.4-acres to ƛ̕ax̌ʷadis (Tl' awh-ah-dees) Park, which is an existing 42-acre City of Kenmore park located on Sammamish River. The project would secure public access to an additional 600 feet of Sammamish River in perpetuity.

	City of Tukwila
	Chinook Wind Extension
	District 2
	$1,000,000
	Capital - Construction
	This project will develop connecting shoreline habitat and a missing public trail link between Duwamish Gardens and Chinook Wind within recently acquired City property. 

	City of Tukwila Parks and Recreation
	TCC Riverside Campus Renewal & Canoe Launch
	District 2
	$1,000,000
	Capital - Construction
	This project will improve access and interaction opportunities with the Duwamish River for Tukwila and South King County residents by developing an improved riverside campus that includes a canoe launch site, riverside boardwalk, ADA-accessible river overlook tower, and ecological and accessibility improvements to the trail loop located at the Tukwila Community Center (TCC).

	EarthCorps
	Green and Duwamish River Restoration
	District 2
	$752,000
	Programs
	EarthCorps’ young adult Corps Members will work with local high school students, community members, schools, and other partners to restore acreage at sites along the Green and Duwamish River in Tukwila. They will remove invasive plants and install native trees and woody shrubs in important riparian habitat areas.

	Forterra NW
	Duwamish Hill Preserve Community Restoration
	District 2
	$211,000
	Capital - Construction
	Forterra NW and partner organizations will restore wetlands and open space at the Duwamish Hill Preserve, and engage the community by hosting hands-on volunteer and education events to better understand and incorporate environmental impacts and stewardship in the natural world.

	King County  WLRD
	Old Growth Corridors Feasibility Study
	District 9
	$132,000
	Feasibility Study
	This study will explore viability and potential conservation outcomes of establishing forested old growth corridors along major rivers in King County. The study will engage partners, review science, define desired outcomes, identify strategies/steps to establish corridors of old growth forest along rivers, and document findings and potential barriers to success.

	King County Parks and Recreation
	Middle Fork Snoqualmie NA In-Holding Acquisition
	District 3
	$390,000
	Land Acquisition
	This project seeks to acquire one of the last remaining private in-holding within the Middle Fork Snoqualmie Natural Area along the Middle Fork of the Snoqualmie River. Acquiring the property would allow restoration to occur and improve the manageability of the natural area in perpetuity.

	King County WLRD
	Cecil Moses Habitat Restoration Design
	District 8
	$300,000
	Planning & Design
	This project will support planning to remove the rubber tire revetment at Cecil Moses Park to improve water quality in the Duwamish River and enhance critical intertidal rearing habitat for juvenile salmonids in a highly developed and degraded system.

	King County WLRD
	Auburn Narrows Restoration and Trail Improvements
	District 9
	$1,000,000
	Capital - Construction
	This project will focus on restoring habitat, decreasing recreational pressure in sensitive areas, and providing safe recreational opportunities. The proposed project includes two elements serving these goals: a 17-acre floodplain reconnection project for salmon habitat and a trail system with signage to improve recreation for people in the Auburn area. 

	King County WLRD
	Tolt-MacDonald Park Fish Passage Project
	District 3
	$270,000
	Planning & Design
	This project will support planning for the Tolt-McDonald Fish Passage project, which will remediate a priority fish passage barrier, replacing an undersized culvert with a new structure. 

	King County WLRD
	South Fork Skykomish Miller River Restoration Final Design
	District 3
	$250,000
	Planning & Design
	This project will complete design of a floodplain restoration project on the lower mile of the Miller River to its confluence with South Fork Skykomish River. This project will benefit the surrounding community, local businesses, and visitors to the area, including the recreational fishing community.

	Mid Puget Sound Fisheries Enhancement Group
	West Valley Depave Design
	District 5
	$140,000
	Planning & Design
	This project will support planning for the West Valley Highway Depave, a multibenefit project that will improve habitat along the Green River by removing a derelict roadbed from the east bank, increasing stormwater capture and filtration through retrofits and green solutions, and planting native trees and shrubs to increase biodiversity, create shade, and introduce opportunities for salmon habitat-forming wood recruitment.

	Mountains to Sound Greenway Trust
	Middle Fork River Valley Stewardship 
	District 3
	$546,936
	Capital - Construction
	The Greenway Trust will work with agency partners and volunteers to steward the landscape and recreation sites in the Middle Fork Snoqualmie River Valley, with the goal of balancing public access with protecting sensitive natural areas.  

	Snoqualmie Indian Tribe
	Upper Snoqualmie River Prairie Restoration
	District 3
	$251,000
	Capital - Construction
	This project continues efforts by the Snoqualmie Tribe to restore the historic native prairie that once flourished on the Snoqualmie River floodplain above Snoqualmie Falls. Several prairie remnants persist today, protected as public open space valued by the community for hiking and connection with the natural environment. This project would continue to restore this unique and public landscape.

	Whale Scout
	Community-Led Sammamish River Restoration
	District 1
	$300,000
	Capital - Construction
	This project will engage the community in restoring the Sammamish River at the Former Wayne Golf Course, with the effort led by diverse college students, interns, and high schoolers. Riparian restoration will improve water quality for salmon and wildlife, with additional project outcomes including increased access, exploration, and stewardship of public lands and waterways by diverse communities.

	Total
	15 Projects
	 
	$7,542,936
	 
	 


Attachment C
Open Space – River Corridors



This program, also known as the Healthy Communities and Parks Fund, is available to cities, towns, King County agencies, Tribes, or Tribal organizations serving King County residents, nonprofits, and small emerging community organizations. It funds acquisitions, planning, capital projects and programs that increase access to recreation and use of parks, open spaces, and recreational facilities in underserved areas and communities. This grant program intends to reduce health disparities in various underserved communities and invest in their capacities to meet the unique needs of their residents.

	Organization
	Project Name
	District
	Award
	Project Type
	Project Summary

	After-School All-Stars Puget Sound
	ASAS Recreation & Wellness for Underserved Youth
	District 8
	$225,000
	Programs
	After-School All-Stars Puget Sound will provide out-of-school recreation and wellness programs four days per week at Meeker (Kent), Showalter (Tukwila), and Lakota (Federal Way) middle schools. These free programs ensure all youth — regardless of skill or income level — have the chance to participate in high-quality recreation.

	City of Federal Way
	Summer Experiences & Enrichment for Youth
	District 7
	$28,000
	Programs
	The City of Federal Way will partner with Communities in Schools of Federal Way to recruit and register underserved youth (ages 12-16) for the Summer Trip Enrichment Series. This free, 10-week program will provide outdoor recreation opportunities, ensuring participants experience the benefits of nature and adventure throughout the summer.

	EarthCorps
	Green Stewards Program
	District 9
	$199,000
	Programs
	EarthCorps’ Green Stewards Program will offer more than 200 high school students of color from Tukwila, Burien, and the Rainier Beach and Beacon Hill neighborhoods of Seattle opportunities to enjoy nature. Youth who don’t traditionally have access to outdoor recreation opportunities will participate in outdoor activities at Red Barn Ranch and Mill Creek Park, along with camping trips.

	King County Play Equity Coalition
	Play Equity through Youth-Led Action
	District 2
	$225,000
	Capacity Building
	King County Play Equity Coalition will increase access to outdoor recreation, parks, and facilities through youth-led advocacy. This project expands the Coalition’s work by engaging youth with cross-sector stakeholders to co-design solutions that remove barriers to the outdoors for BIPOC youth, refugee and immigrant youth, LGBTQIA+ youth, and youth with disabilities in South King County.

	Needs Of The Community Society (NOCS)
	Camp Without Borders Program
	District 2
	$91,000
	Programs
	Needs Of The Community Society (NOCS) will increase adaptive recreational opportunities for young adults with disabilities in the greater Seattle region by providing peer-oriented, inclusive weekend camps through our flagship program, Camp Without Borders, further addressing social, emotional, and physical isolation for those with disabilities.

	Para Los Niños de Highline
	Parks Summer Programs for Latino Children & Youth
	District 8
	$113,000
	Programs
	Para Los Niños Parks Summer Programs for Latino Children & Youth will increase the health, wellbeing, and access of Latino immigrant and refugee children and youth to culturally aligned multilingual summer engagement and recreation activities in Burien area parks and outdoor spaces. 

	The YMCA of Greater Seattle
	BOLD & GOLD Outdoor Adventures
	District 4
	$178,000
	Programs
	The Outdoor Adventures project will leverage partnerships with schools, nonprofits, and community-based organizations to provide transformative outdoor recreation experiences for 1,000 low-income, immigrant, and youth of color from across King County. 

	Youth Experiential Training Institute (YETI)
	All Youth in Nature Project
	District 5
	$142,000
	Programs
	YETI will sustain nine active outdoor clubs in the Highline and Tukwila School Districts and outdoor recreation trips organized with community partners. Over two years, we will organize 300 outdoor recreation trips that improve physical and mental health for 700+ students, mostly low-income, immigrant, and youth of color ages 12-20 living in South King County.

	Total
	8 Projects
	 
	$1,201,000 
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