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July 12, 2012

The Honorable Larry Gossett
Chair, King County Council

Room 1200

C O U R T H O U S E
Dear Councilmember Gossett:

I am pleased to present a motion for the County Council’s approval confirming David K. Chapman as the Director of the King County Office of Public Defense in the Department of Community and Human Services (DCHS). The confirmation package will be transmitted to the County Council upon the completion of the required background checks.
Mr. Chapman is a graduate of the Seattle University School of Law. He currently has a private practice in criminal defense representation. He was also in private practice from 1986–1999. He is an accomplished legal practice educator and trainer, and has published numerous articles on a wide range of issues related to the criminal justice system.  
Mr. Chapman has extensive experience in public indigency representation. He served as a public defender and Misdemeanor Supervisor for Associated Counsel for the Accused from 1986–1992 and as Managing Director of that agency from 1999–2008. As Managing Director he oversaw the daily affairs of over 100 public defense attorneys and prepared annual budgets and revenue-to-expense reports to comply with all government contracting requirements. He successfully collaborated with executive agencies, county and city governments, law enforcement, corrections, probation, prosecution, and the courts in the performance of his duties. 
Mr. Chapman’s extensive criminal justice experience also includes service as a Pro-tem Judge from 1986–1999 for Pierce and King County District Courts where he presided over both criminal and civil cases. In 1982, he served as a Deputy Prosecuting Attorney for Pierce County.

Mr. Chapman’s extensive public defense experience and his commitment to public service will be invaluable as he helps guide the Office of Public Defense in the coming years.
It is my great pleasure to request the confirmation of Mr. David K. Chapman as Director of the King County Office of Public Defense.

Sincerely,

Dow Constantine
King County Executive
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