Environmental Health Services
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Agenda

What does the Environmental Health Services (EHS)
division do and how is it funded?

What is the relationship between the King County
Board of Health (BOH) and EHS?

Why is EHS doing a rate study?

What is the rate study process?

Rate study timeline
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Inspect and permit farmer’s markets and
other temporary food events
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DRINKING WATER WELL GROUNDWATER

Permit and oversight for on-site sewage systems
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EHS Structure (Permitting Programs)

. Community Community
4 Sections: FI;%Ci)IﬂigLs Toxics, Science Environmental Operations
and Policy Health

On-Site
Solid Waste Sewage
Systems

Permit
Processing

Temporary
Food

Permanent Pet Plumbing and

Food Businesses Gas Piping* Finance

Drinking
Water**

Administration

*Plumbing and Gas Piping is not under BOH and a separate rate study .
Environmental Health Services Division is coming before Seattle City Council and King County Council PllbllC Health ’

**Drinking water is limited to individual private wells. Seattle & King County




EHS Funding Sources*

EHS Revenue by Source Share of Rate Based Revenue By Section
100%

90% ——

Interest
%)

Funding [SlElelhiicE:
11%

10—
Other

0
St 70%

60%

50%

Other County
Funding
19%

40%

30%

Rate Based
54% 20%

10%

Community Environmental Community Toxics, Science Food & Facilities
Health & Policy

0%

m Rate Based Non Rate
*Figures based on 2024 projected revenue as of 3/20/2024

Public Health }:

Seattle & King County

Environmental Health Services Division




Food Safety Program

 Permits:

« 12,000+ permanent food
establishments (restaurants, food
trucks, grocery stores, etc.)

e 2,500+ temporary food events (fairs,
festivals, conventions)

« 350+ farmers market vendors

« Each year:

« Conducts 20,000+ routine/educational
Inspections

 Responds to 1,000+ complaints

 Review and approve 900+ new food
businesses
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On-site Sewage Permitting
and Operation and
Maintenance Programs

« Annually review 1,200+ on-site sewage system
designs and permit installations for new
development, replacing failing septic systems, and
building permits

« Annually review 2,500+ time of sale on-site
sewage system inspections

 Certify 150+ industry professionals to work in King
County

* Respond to 150 complaints each year, working
with property owners to ensure that failing on-site
sewage systems are corrected
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Relationship between BOH and EHS

-
BOH advocates for the EHS focuses on disease prevention and on preventing

preservation, promotion, ={alos@ and reducing environmental pollution to protect health
protection of public health

-
_ EHS implements BOH code mandated services
S101 IS ST ONNEUDETEIIN. Regulations include permit types, renewal schedules,
regulations exemptions, etc.
\_
4 : E—
Services provided in a full cost recovery model
BOH authorizes fees Fees are based on rates
EHS issues permits and charges fees to provide services
\_
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What are Rates and Fees?

Time

Amount of time it

Rate

Cost/hour for

providing direct takes to do -
services + permit-related
indirect services services
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Why is EHS doing a rate study?

« Per BOH Code 2.06.008, EHS is required to conduct a rate study at least every
five years.

« Last rate study was conducted in 2019.

« Per King County policy, EHS is required to cover all the costs of its regulatory
programs through permit fees. This includes labor, rent, equipment, supplies
and all other costs of doing business. State law ensures the fees are not more
than the cost of providing the service (RCW 70.05.060 (7)).
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Project Plan/Phases of Rate Study

Work Plan and Schedule Analysis Rate Study Report \
- Data gathering * Financial modeling - Compilation of final report
» Time & effort study « Equity considerations « BOH final briefing and Rule &
» Review and validation of « Rate comparison with other Regulation
demand forecasts and jurisdictions - If approved, fee schedule
forecast model  Finalize rate model implemented Jan. 2025

« Customer feedback survey

%
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2024 2025

Description JAN | FEB  MAR AMR = MAY = JUN JUL & AUG SEP OCT = NOV = DEC | JAN

Hiring of Rate Study PM

Rate Study Kick-off

Data Analysis, Time Study & Draft Recommendations

Board of Health Preliminary Briefing

Customer/Community Engagement Survey

Survey Evaluation

Finalize Rate Model

Board of Health Final Briefing and Rule & Regulation

Rate change preparation and customer communication

2025 Fee Schedule Implemented
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What will be proposed to BOH in October?

Updated rates for EH permit programs, based on the required full-
cost recovery model
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Thank youl!

Questions?

Public Health }:

Environmental Health Services Division ,
Seattle & King County



	Default Section
	Slide 1
	Slide 2
	Slide 3
	Slide 4: EHS promotes healthy people and communities
	Slide 5: EHS Structure (Permitting Programs) 
	Slide 6: EHS Funding Sources*
	Slide 7
	Slide 8
	Slide 9: Relationship between BOH and EHS
	Slide 10: What are Rates and Fees?
	Slide 11: Why is EHS doing a rate study? 
	Slide 12: Project Plan/Phases of Rate Study
	Slide 13: Rate Study Timeline
	Slide 14: What will be proposed to BOH in October? 
	Slide 15


