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January 17, 2014


The Honorable Larry Phillips
Chair, King County Council
Room 1200
C O U R T H O U S E

Dear Councilmember Phillips:

This letter transmits three companion ordinances that will leverage a significant investment and enable King County to provide residents with two multi-use synthetic ballfields and related improvements at Ravensdale Park. The Parks and Recreation Division of the Department of Natural Resources and Parks (division) has determined that the proposed project will allow for multiple uses and users throughout the year, thus increasing public use and access in a historically underserved area of King County, especially for residents of Maple Valley, Black Diamond, Covington and rural King County. In addition to providing new recreation opportunities, the synthetic fields also keep the division’s maintenance costs low.

[bookmark: _GoBack]The first ordinance will authorize an agreement that creates an innovative partnership with the Ravensdale Park Foundation (RPF) that will leverage the division’s Community Partnerships and Grants Program (CPG) funding to develop County-owned facilities valued at $6 million. Key components of the legislation are:

· King County and RPF will sign a 30-year use agreement. RPF is a community-based, open-membership non-profit organization, dedicated to promoting and providing recreational opportunities. It represents the public interests of youth soccer, youth baseball, youth lacrosse, youth football, and passive recreation at Ravensdale Park. Its mission is to steward the Ravensdale Park Master Plan (Master Plan) on behalf of park users and stakeholders. The Master Plan outlines many new amenities to the park that provides new recreation and community gathering spaces.

· Under the proposed project outlined in the use agreement, RPF will design and construct two multi-use synthetic ballfields, a restroom, a maintenance building, a parking lot, and related infrastructure, using a total of $2 million in CPG funds, a $2 million investment from the City of Maple Valley and $2 million in additional capital fundraising and in-kind services and community resources.

· RPF will receive priority use for 5,000 annual hours with an annual field rental fee of $80,000 paid to the division each year for the first ten years. In future years, RPF is entitled to reduced rates if it makes additional facility investments.

The second ordinance will authorize the King County Executive to enter into an interlocal agreement between the division and the City of Maple Valley. Under this agreement, the City of Maple Valley will provide $2 million to the division, which the division will in turn provide to the RPF for the project to expand recreational opportunities for residents. For its investment, the City of Maple Valley will receive 1,000 annual hours of priority field use at a reduced rate each year for the first ten years.

The third ordinance transmits a stand-alone supplemental budget ordinance for the division’s Capital Improvement Program. This is a technical, revenue-backed ordinance that implements the terms and conditions outlined in the interlocal agreement between the City of Maple Valley and the division, as well as the use agreement between the RPF and the division. This supplemental budget ordinance supports the financial stewardship goal of the King County Strategic Plan to exercise sound financial management and build King County’s long-term fiscal strength. King County’s $2 million investment will leverage $4 million in funds to complete a $6 million project. Additionally, accelerating the payment to RPF will allow RPF to save on construction costs. The County will make appropriate deductions to cover interest or other expenses incurred related to accelerating payments to RPF.

Thank you for your consideration of this proposed legislation. 

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Kevin Brown, Division Director of 
the Parks and Recreation Division of the Department of Natural Resources and Parks, at
206-477-4525.

Sincerely,



Dow Constantine
King County Executive
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