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June 27, 2018
The Honorable Joe McDermott
Chair, King County Council

Room 1200

C O U R T H O U S E

Dear Councilmember McDermott:
This letter transmits the ordinance that creates and prescribes the duties and composition of the King County Veterans Advisory Board (VAB). This proposed ordinance responds to the requirements of Ordinance 18722, which adopted the Veterans, Seniors and Human Services Levy (VSHSL) Governance Plan. The VSHSL Governance Plan directs the transmittal of this proposed ordinance to accomplish the integration of King County’s two veterans boards into a single entity.
King County’s VSHSL is one of two initiatives through which our county supports the veterans and their families who contribute so much to our vibrant community. King County also supports veterans through our King County Veterans Program (KCVP), which has been serving indigent veterans in our community for decades. Since 1991, the King County VAB has provided advice and oversight in the County’s administration of the KCVP. In fact, it was due in large part to the advocacy and passion of VAB members that King County proposed the original Veterans and Human Services Levy.
With the recent passage of the VSHSL, we have committed not only to providing more resources to serve veterans, but also just as importantly committing to increasing the effectiveness, efficiency, and systemization with which we deliver those services. The proposed VSHSL Implementation Plan, currently before the Council, describes not only the particular programs that we will fund to serve veterans, but also a strategic approach in which we will deploy those programs in thoughtful combinations that integrate our efforts. The VSHSL Implementation Plan envisions a system—with our KCVP at the center—that lives up to our commitment to serve veterans and their families well while stewarding precious public resources and confidence.
The integration of the VAB with the board to oversee VSHSL investments in veterans was shaped in consultation with members of both existing veterans boards, who recognized the opportunity to elevate veterans voices in their oversight of King County’s veterans programs. In addition to considering various proposals during meetings of both veterans boards, members of each board convened a work group last summer and formulated a recommendation for an integrated veterans board. That work group in turn informed my proposed VSHSL Governance Plan. I thank the members of the Veterans Citizen Oversight Board and the Veterans Advisory Board for their dedication and service in making their recommendation.
This ordinance aligns with the King County Strategic Plan and our guiding principles to provide quality local government and to be regionally collaborative. The ordinance furthers the goals of the strategic plan’s Health and Human Potential Goal to “provide opportunities for all communities and individuals to realize their full potential,” and primarily Objective 4, to “ensure a network of integrated and effective health and human services is available to people in need.” The ordinance also supports the involvement of residents in the process of governance, and I have directed my staff to ensure that our boards are representative of the community that we serve, a key interest of the Equity and Social Justice Strategic Plan’s commitment to “invest in community partnerships.”
I thank the Council for considering this ordinance. I look forward to our County’s continued work to serve—and listen to—the veterans who do so much to keep our region strong.
If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Adrienne Quinn, Director, Department of Community and Human Services, at 206-263-9100.

Sincerely, 

Dow Constantine 

King County Executive 
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