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Overview
A grant program designed to provide funding for habitat restoration, open space and recreation in river corridors. The purpose is to incentivize projects that will integrate multiple attributes of projects inside river corridors such as flood control, habitat, passive recreation and trails. 

Eligible Entities
Parks levy funding for the Open Space – River Corridors grant program is intended to reach areas with the greatest need for habitat restoration and/or recreation within river corridors in King County. Eligible entities shall include:
1. King County towns and cities;
2. Tribes or tribal organizations serving residents of King County;
3. Port districts;
4. Flood control zone districts;
5. Flood control and diking and drainage districts;
6. Conservation districts;
7. Non-profit organizations; and,
8. Salmon recovery forums (i.e., WRIAs 7, 8, 9, 10).

Eligible Projects
An Open Space – River Corridors grant program will fund as elements of flood hazard reduction projects:  open space acquisition, ecosystem restoration and/or recreation projects.
Eligible activities for the grant program include: 
1. Pre-construction (e.g., planning); 
2. Feasibility and design;
3. Construction;
4. Design and construction combined;
5. Land acquisition (purchase or easement);
6. Project specific outreach and education. 

Other Guidelines for all entities
All acquisitions, capital projects and programming funded by the parks levy proceeds must allow public access.  To receive parks levy funds for eligible projects, the eligible entities will be required to enter into contracts with King County.  
Funding shall not be provided to fund environmental mitigation required by law or by permit or to supplant open space acquisition, habitat restoration or recreation already budgeted for by the grant applicant.
A priority shall be placed on river corridors with threatened or endangered species and/or where improvements contribute to Puget Sound Orca recovery.
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