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METROPOLITAN KING COUNTY COUNCIL

LABOR, OPERATIONS AND TECHNOLOGY COMMITTEE
STAFF REPORT

AGENDA ITEM:  8
DATE:  October 14, 2003
PROPOSED NO:  2003-0456
PREPARED BY:  David Randall
SUBJECT:  AN ORDINANCE making a supplemental appropriation of $27,115 from the current expense (CX) fund to superior court to implement the International Federation of Professional and Technical Engineers, Local 17 Collective Bargaining Agreement for the fiscal year ending December 31, 2003; and amending the 2003 Budget Ordinance.
SUMMARY:  Proposed Ordinance 2003-0456 would make a supplemental appropriation of $27,115 from the CX fund salary and wage contingency to Superior Court.  This supplemental appropriation is necessary to fund implementation of already negotiated salary increases resulting from placement of court reporters on the King County Squared Table.  This supplemental ordinance is companion legislation to Proposed Ordinance 2003-0458 that would approve and adopt the collective bargaining agreement between the County and the International Federation of Professional and Technical Engineers, Local 17.  The Executive stated that funding is available.
The collective bargaining agreement between the County and the International Federation of Professional and Technical Engineers, Local 17 covers 38 court reporters within Superior Court.  The agreement is a three-year agreement from January 1, 2004 through December 31, 2006.

This collective bargaining agreement contains the following negotiated items:

· COLA.  Standard cost-of-living-allowances (COLA) assumed at the standard 2.0 percent for 2003 and retroactive to January 1, 2003.  The COLA amount for 2003 is $48,393 and has already been provided for in the 2003 adopted Superior Court budget. 
· Steps.  Step increases according to the standard 10-step squared table assumed at 2.4 percent until step ten is reached.  Squared table placement will be retroactive back to July 24, 2003.  All court reporters will be moved from a single pay rate to step seven, range 61 on the King County squared table.  Movement to the squared table will cost $27,115 for 2003.  Supplemental appropriation is required for this amount to cover movement to the squared table.  Revenue would come from the Salary and Wage Contingency CX Fund.  
· Translation Premium.  This premium will be paid to court employees who provide translation services.  Provision of translation services by court employees rather than outside reporters would save the County about $600 per day per person in need of translation services.  It is assumed that payment of translation premiums would be paid from savings generated from turnover.  The Executive assumes that turnover savings would be generated from current employees retiring and being replaced with new reporters beginning at step one; therefore no additional funds are being requested.
ATTACHMENTS:  
1. Transmittal letter dated October 8, 2003

2. Proposed Ordinance 2003-0456
3. Fiscal Note 
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