[image: image1.wmf]
Metropolitan King County Council

Utilities Committee

STAFF REPORT

	Agenda Item:
	
	Name:
	Peggy Dorothy

	Proposed No.:
	2002-0202 and 2002-0299
	Date:
	July 23, 2002

	Attending:
	Jeff Roscoe, City of Auburn
Bruce Bennett, Chair, King County Utilities Technical Review Committee

Bernard Thompson, King County Property Services


PROPOSED ORDINANCE 2002-0202:  AN ORDINANCE approving the City of Auburn Comprehensive Sewer Plan.

PROPOSED ORDINANCE 2002-0299:  AN ORDINANCE approving a franchise for the city of Auburn to construct, operate and maintain a sewer system in council district 9 and 13 and authorizing the executive to execute the franchise agreement.
SUMMARY:
Proposed Ordinance 2002-0202 (Attachment 1) would approve the Comprehensive Sewer Plan for the City of Auburn.  King County Code Chapter 13.24 requires approval of comprehensive plans and plan updates for sewer service providers as a prerequisite to the granting of right-of-way franchises and approval of right-of-way construction permits.  A municipality must include in its sewer comprehensive plan “information sufficient to demonstrate the ability to provide service consistent with the requirements of all applicable statutes, codes, rules and regulations.”  
The Utilities Committee considered Proposed Ordinance 2002-0202 at its meeting on June 25, 2002.  Questions arose concerning the provision of sewer service by the city of Auburn to the Muckleshoot Tribe.  The committee deferred action on the proposed ordinance in order to obtain more information concerning the city’s comprehensive sewer plan provisions concerning sewer service to the Tribe.

Since that time, staff has discussed the committee’s questions with city staff and has reviewed Appendix G of the city’s comprehensive sewer plan.  Appendix G contains a detailed analysis of the Auburn Way South sewer, including improvements required of the Auburn Way South sewer to handle the wastewater flow from the Muckleshoot Tribe.  The improvements listed as preferred projects to address capacity issues in the Auburn Way South sewer are included in the city’s six year capital improvement program.

Proposed Ordinance 2002-0299 (Attachment 2) would grant a franchise to the city of Auburn to construct, operate and maintain a sewer system within the county rights of way to serve single family residences, industrial and commercial properties in accordance with RCW 36.55.010 KCC, chapter 6.27.  

All utilities operating in the County’s right-of-way are required to hold valid franchises as a prerequisite to approval of permits for facility placement and construction work.  Franchise agreements must be consistent with the county’s comprehensive plan and with sewer utility comprehensive plans for the municipalities seeking the franchise agreement.

The franchise, which would encompass areas in council districts 9 and 13, is for a period of 25 years.  The franchise agreement includes all of the general and special conditions required by the county. 

The Auburn sewer system is entirely in the urban area; therefore, granting a franchise to the city for providing sewer service is consistent with the King County Comprehensive Plan.  In addition, the franchise agreement is also consistent with the comprehensive sewer plan that would be approved if the committee recommends passage of and the council approves Proposed Ordinance 2002-0202, discussed earlier in this staff report. 

On February 13, 2002 the proposed franchise was reviewed and approved by the Utilities Technical Review Committee.  (Attachment 4)
An amendment to Proposed Ordinance 2002-0299 is required (Attachment 5).  In staff review, a substantive typographical error was discovered on page 11 of Exhibit B to the Franchise Agreement.  Section 5 of the general terms and conditions refers to water service instead of sewer service.  Amendment 1 to Proposed Ordinance 2002-0299 would correct this error by replacing the erroneous page 11 with a corrected page 11.
ATTACHMENTS:

1. Proposed Ordinance 2002-0202 (without attachments)

2. Proposed Ordinance 2002-0299 with attachments
a. Franchise Agreement

b. Three Franchise Area Maps
3. Executive’s Transmittal Letter
4. Minutes of the Utilities Technical Review Committee meeting held on February 13, 2002.

5. Amendment 1 to Proposed Ordinance 2002-0299.
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