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Metropolitan King County Council
Budget and Fiscal Management Committee



STAFF REPORT

	Agenda Item:
	13
	Name:
	Erin Auzins

	Proposed No.:
	2024-0315
	Date:
	November 13, 2024



SUBJECT

Proposed Ordinance 2024-0315 would modify development permit fees for services provided by the Department of Local Services, Permitting Division. 

SUMMARY

Proposed Ordinance 2024-0315 would modify development permit fees in Title 27 of the King County Code (K.C.C.), which governs fees charged by the Department of Local Services, Permitting and Road Services Divisions and the Department of Natural Resources and Parks for development permits and approvals. The Executive proposes to increase permit fees by 49.0%, and to modify and clarify several permit fee categories.

BACKGROUND 

The Permitting Division of the Department of Local Services is primarily funded through permitting fee revenues. Fees are established for each type of development permit, from preapplication through final inspection.  

ANALYSIS

Proposed Ordinance 2024-0315 would raise permitting fees by 49.0% for 2025.  Table 1 shows the breakdown of the fee increase with the revenue projection for each portion of the increase.



Table 1. 2025 Proposed Fee Breakdown

	Description of Increase
	Projected 
Revenue
	Portion of 
the increase

	DLS Cost Share Increase
	$145,000 
	1.0%

	August GWI Increase
	$230,000 
	1.5%

	ProForma GWI and Central Rate Increases
	$1,556,000 
	10.5%

	SB 5290 Screening and Customer Services
	$1,600,000 
	10.8%

	Workforce Transition
	$1,600,000 
	10.8%

	Staff Recruitment and Onboarding
	$100,000 
	0.7%

	Records Management Specialist
	$200,000 
	1.3%

	Business Systems Manager
	$200,000 
	1.3%

	Enterprise Document Management System
	$130,000 
	0.9%

	Public Records Access Portal
	$240,000 
	1.6%

	Fund Balance Restoration Installment
	$1,280,000 
	8.6%

	2025 Projected Fee Revenue Increase
	$22,138,000 
	49.0%



Other changes in the Proposed Ordinance include:

· Vesting submittal and inspection fees to those in place at the time of a complete application, if the permit is approved within 12 months of submittal; and
· Adds language that Permitting can use consultants that "provides on-call permitting assistance when permit volumes or staffing levels change rapidly, in accordance with RCW 36.70B.160(1)(d)" to recognize language added by Second Engrossed Substitute Senate Bill 5290;

Permit fee increases have coincided with the County's budgets. Table 2 shows the history of permit fee increases since 2015.

Table 2. Percentage of Permanent and Temporary Fee Increases by Biennium

	Budget
	Permanent
	Temporary

	2025
	49.0%
	0%

	2023-2024
	13.7%
	2.5%

	2021-2022
	2.4%
	0%

	2019-2020
	6.2%
	0%

	2017-2018
	14.4%
	1.7%

	2015-2016
	4.3%
	4.8%



If the proposed fee increases in the ordinance are not approved, either in whole or in part, then the proposed 2025 Planning and Permitting appropriation unit budget would need to be adjusted.

Update:  Councilmembers asked for an example of a permit fee.  In the Executive's transmittal materials (also in Attachment 2 to the staff report), this information is included:

[bookmark: _Hlk181093322]Proposed Fee Impact and Local Fee Comparison

With the proposed fee increase, King County building fees for a new 3,600 square foot home would be comparable to the City of Bellevue, less than the City of Issaquah, and more than Federal Way, Seattle, and neighboring counties. 
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INVITED

· Dwight Dively, Director, Office of Performance, Strategy, and Budget

ATTACHMENTS

1. Proposed Ordinance 2024-0315
2. Transmittal Letter
3. Fiscal Note
4. Executive's summary of Proposed Ordinance 2024-0315
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New 3600sf Home Total Fees % of Mean

Pierce County 8,467 $        58%

Snohomish County 11,243 $      77%

Seattle 11,502 $      78%

King County - Current 13,050 $      89%

Federal Way 14,123 $      96%

Average Other Cities/Counties 14,672 $      100%

Bellevue 19,161 $      131%

King County - Proposed 19,314 $      132%

Issaquah 23,533 $      160%
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