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Boeing's pollution worries are becoming
Olympia's policy worries
The company fears troubles from changes in state assumptions about water quality and
the amount of fish state residents eat.

tsy John Stang

September 24,2013.

The question hits the crossroads between science and public policy: What numbers
should be plugged into formulas to determine whether industrial pollution will increase the chances of
someone developing cancer from eating the state's fìsh?

Washington's Department of Ecology is in the'preliminary stage of finding some answers
and setting some rules. And the Washington Senate's Energy & Environment Committee
expects to chew over that issue in the 2014 legislative session.

Kelly Susewind, manager of Ecology's water quality program, briefed the committee on the
issue Monday in Olympia. The briefing was prompted by a peripheral budget deadlock in the 2013
legislative session in which the Boeing Co. did not like an upcoming change in state regulations on
the level of pollutants that industrial facilities are allowed to discharge into the water. The stricter
discharge requirements could lead to expensive upgrades to discharge systems.

Boeing sought a study on the numbers and types of fish consumed in Washington, and an
accounting of who caught the fish and where. (lnvestigateWest ran a story on Boeing's
opposition to the new regulations in March.) House Democrats wanted the new regulations
installed because of concerns about Boeing's discharges potentially affecting the health of the fish
eaten by local tribes, whose diets are heavily fish-oriented. Eventually, Republicans and Democrats
decided to put that dispute aside into order to reach a compromise on the 2013-2015 operating
budget.

Now, the issue has resurfaced in anticipation of the 2014 legislative session.

"lt seerns to me that you'd want the answers to the questions first before you make the rules," said
Sen. Doug Ericksen, R-Ferndale and chairman of the Senate Energy & Environment Committee.

Ecology's Susewind told the committee that 36 states have their own specific standards on
carcinogen-laced discharges and fish consumption. Washington currently one of 14 states
without with such standards - meaning the state follows federal limits set in 1992.
Washington is in the preliminary stage of putting together its own standards and rules on

this subject.

The feds have been using the assumption that the average person - crunching fish eaters
and non-fish eaters together for a yearly estimated and dividing that by 365 days - eats
6.5 grams of fish a day or a little less one-fourth of 1 ounce. The feds are in the process of
shifting that estimate to 17.5 grams per day. That will still be well less than an ounce a day,

and it translates to neary 14 pounds of fish a year.

Native Americans with their fish-heavy diets are assumed to each eal 142 grams per day. That
estimate is in the process of being shifted up to 175 grams daily, if not more.
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Oregon assumes a person eats an average of 175 grams a day of fish for state residents, while

ldaho currently assumes much less: 17.5 grams of fish a day per person.

Washington is collecting data and figuring out numbers to plug into its formulas in order to set new

limits. Variables include comparing the ratios of chemicals inside aquatic creatures to the ratios of
same chemical in the surrounding waters, the carcinogenic potency of individual chemicals (126

chemicals, some cancer-causing, have been identified in state waters), fish consumption and
whether the state wants to limit the increased risk of cancer due to exposure to 1-in-1 million, or 1-in-

10,000, or something in between.

Because they migrate between the ocean and the state's fresh waters, salmon create a

tricky problem in figuring out where their toxic chemicals come from, Susewind said. And
different numbers can come from different species of salmon.

"Each parameter that goes into the equations is a policy choice. ... Every time I think l've
gotten to the bottom layer, there's another layer," Susewind said.

Ericksen expects to hold public hearings on the issue early in the 2014 session. He is unsure
whether legislation will be introduced, saying the committee's'primary mission in thís matter is to
provide oversight of the Ecology Department's rules-making process.

Meanwhile, several environmental organizations have filed a 60-day notice of intent to file a lawsuit

against the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency to force it to provide stricter standards. That 60th

day was Monday, meaning a lawsuit can now be filed anytime.

Love the Daily Trotl? Now you can s¡gn up to get it in your inbox ev'ery afternoon.
And to catch up on the most recent news, click here.

John Stang is a tongtime lnland Northwest newspaper repofter whCI recently earned a

Masters of Communications in Digital Media degree at the Univers¡ty of Washington. He
can be reached by writing editor@crosscut.com.

View th is story on I i ne at: http ://c rosscut.com 12013 I 0g I z4/olym p ia-
201 3/1 I 6584/boeings-worr¡es-have-become-wash¡ngton-states-worr/

@ 2013 Grosscut Public Media. All rights reserved.

Printed on September 24,2013

4

http://crosscut.com/2013l09l24lolympia-2}l3llI6584lboeings-\ /offies-have-become-was.. . 0912412013



Fish Consumption Battle Set to Resume Next Session - Ecology Still Contemplating Wat... Page 1 of 7

Featurês (http:ffwash¡ngtônêtâtewiÞ.ootrtblôglcrtegoryñèaturesJ) Alogs {}} lssuss (l) Abôut {httprtw¡rhlngtonrtatsw¡rc.coml¡bouu)

Advert¡ss (http:rwsshingtonstÅttwlß.com/ådvértlsêr) þoråtè (http:/twaËhingtonstatewlre'cohrdônat€/)

(h ttp ://n'tehingtonatûtew'ire,slm)

B
Qrttp://rvrtw.fecebook.comf vat

FoJtted Seplornber e4th, eolS

Fish Consumption Batüe Setto Resume Next
Session - Ecology Still Conþmplating Water
Quality $tandad No One Can Meet
( htþ Jturash i ngto nstatewi re. com/blogrlsh-
cons umptionåalüecet-üo{esume-next*ession-
ecologyctillconbmplati ng-waÞrqua lityetandad
-no€ne{an-meet/)
Hearing Lays Ground forDebate - Ecology Explains Plans

to Adopt More Stringent Rules NextYear
By Erik SErith

lvashirgton St4te rrl'irc o .Lh¡tqíl addrcss

OLYñIPìÂ Sept.'14,--Ëveryonc's lãvorite

fish light is lookin¡¡ like a front-and-ceutcr

issuè br next ),eads legiülâtive sossion û$ thè

stîte f)epîrtnìe¡rt of lìcolog¡¡ plugs ahéad

with a plal to adopt a Ìrâter qilalíty

shlndûrd í) 6lringcnl no oÍe can tneol it.

AGCffi/#!/$'.s'{ûr

K¡rorvn in stal.chouse cin:lc¡ as tbe "lìsh

coûsu¡rìption* bÍìtlle, it centèrls on û r¿dicâl

incrcase for the ñtalc's astimate ofhuman
fish (:onsun)ption. But this isn'l tbout
sâlur(m â¡xl 1ûrlrâr sauce.'l'he estimate,, rlue

to be âdÒpted next lpar, is sxpectod to
ratùhet llp s'âte¡ quality stanrlaxls for
irxlustry, municipal wä$teffôter treátrne¡rt

plàI1s, sto|mwateÌ runoffand errcry other

âctivitythåt raquires a discharge permit.

WlìûL it ilre¿tr¡i is that right now Wûsl¡irÌglon

is contenphting ths most stringent set of
rvater-qr.ralþ regs in thc courtry, reqìriring

disclLarg<x tr: be clmner th(rn the wtk;nva¡'s

into $'hicL they âre discharged, with
stan<larcls so tough thcy cannot be measured by modeln science, ånd cÂnnot be attained ¡r'ith

currenl tcchrìolog,J,'.

To hear some describe it, Lhi.s isn't *boul fish - it's ¡bout.{'rnrâgedrJon, l\ ltcaring Monday befrre

the SeDale IJnergy, Iltrvircnmont and Telecom¡runicalioro Cômn¡ittee æt the stage as olïicials of

the Þepartnent of llcologJlâid ottt their logic..'\ftcrward, Chairrnau Doug Hrickcn, Il"Itcrncìalc,

saitl the L,eglshhrrc ¡vill h¿ve lo dcr:idc next yoåt whelhct t0 takc on tltc agenc¡'rnd dtxûand thâl il
prove the scieru:e l)efore ûdopting new rules. Thåt wâ$ onc proposal that $urfacèd
(llttp://lvû6hiÌrgtonstatcs'irt.conr/blogfilsh-corrsumptíon issuc-is'hungnp-Rs'

lawm¡rkr:r.*-lrr¡mme.r{¡ut-büdget-denl/) in the tinnl rJays of this !,e¡u's legi"slrtiver scssion, in

the furrr qf a Senâte hudget proviso of{eretl by the l}oeh}g Co. It ulxrld have l¡uncheti t stlrdy río¡e

compreheßive tl¡ân arr¡'thiug done by llcology ald lvould have mqirited that it be coltrpleted

hefbxl rukrs artr adopterl. But Gov. ,Ja¡' inclee nixecl tirat itlt:a rvhern ht: th r¡¡tened â vr:to, ùûd

larvmakem *.ere nnwillillg to hold u¡r the se*sirirr's ucljourn¡nent for deb{te on lt sirtgle ii;.sue.

:(http3/^r?shin gtoneta tet'ire. eom/blo¡¡/fi sh
j -<rln$untptlon-bilttlè-set-trtsrsume-neãt-

'sesslon-ecolos/-stlll-cnnternplatl¡rg-w'{rter'
qualitt slrndard-no-one-c¿t!-t¡tcet| tiìo.)t4

-$enst€- encrHv-ej$'irr)nment-
telec¡mrr¡urrlcatiôns-comntlttûe/)

Th€ Senatè Ellcrú)', EÌ!'ironneût ánd

Telerprumrniutiors Cômníttee l¡ea|s tstlnony
fron Kelty Suseu'ind of tlte Dep¿rtmenl of B¿ology'

' -- - t:rtewil'c.so
,rùau:L{ftoünrß¡¡r,L1}¡{lrÂc'ltlå3c ¡r8Ngll)t{

Privac¡'Policy
("htrp ://rva.ghln6tolrstãtûçire.com/prlvaq
-poltry/'r)

LATEST $TATE

@L'1e

ffi

. Csrtol6ß today

. Cho$eydrffi hemmo

. Loref adnùldlûtion ùnè

. Fleriblê md pomue

calt us to loårn moro.
38S406-9100

{*

ffiry

MEM

ffi
to

F!

@tr

5



Fish Consumption Battle Set to Resume Next Session - Ecology Stiil Contemplating Wat... Page2 of 7

Í,rickstrn sairl lawurakrlrr are goìrrg lo hâw îo confiider doing $omething nst scssion bt'c;ruse llte

lules rvill h¿ve an enorrrtous effect on bruiness autl lrrcal governrrerrls. *l]y defirril.iotr you ]mve to

comply, or you have tô ûrovc to Sonth Car oliua,' he sait1,

One kc]'point brought out by the heårin¡¡: Nothinû sa¡ß washingtor:. has to adopt nclÍ rngulatìons.

Cou¡d Shut Dûwn l,uget So$nd frevelopnrcnt

Rig¡t l1o]v lvashiDgton uses a 6.5"gram-a-
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Local news
. Everett l¡brâry patrons
love thêir books, hate
loiterers SeÊ. 25

. Guilty pleas ¡n DUI crash
lhat killed Marysville man

sep. 24

. Huntcontinuesforman
who abducted Everett girl

Sop. 24

. Suspect sought ¡n 2

barista robberies Sep. 25

. Courthouse project
discussion postponed
Sep. 25

. Teèn won't be charged as

adult in àrmed robbery case
S0p. 24

H Local news

By Jerry Cornf¡eld, Herald Writêr

OLYMPIA -- Three months after

a dispute over how much fish

Washington state residents eat

nearþ derailed the state budget,

a panel of lawmakers revisited

the controversial subject

Monday in a more peaceful

fashion.

H Boeing's oppos¡tion to lish study a

st¡cking point in budget

fl Gregoire sided with Boeing on

water quality rules

f,l Concern over pollution drives f¡ght

over eâting fish

But that doesn't mean the fighting is over

Members of the Senate Ener5/, Environment and Telecommunications

Committee got a progress report on revising the state's water quality

standards, a process that ties the amount offish each resident eats with

the ìevels of contaminânts aliowed in water discharged from indust¡ial

facilities.

This matter ignited a political tiff in the second special session in June

when Senate Republicans insisted a comprehensive study of individual

fish-eating habits be done before serious work began on rewriting the

rules.

They were acting at the behest of the Boeing Co., which is concerned an

increase in the consumption rate could lead to stricter discharge rules.

That could require the company to spend millions of dollars in

renovations at its facilities, and some Republicans contend it will

convince Boeing to undertake its TTTXprogram in another state,

Senate Republicans, who ultimateþ conceded on the study, organized

Monday's hearing partly to send a message to the Department of Ecologr,

¡dvrirli:ierYiert I yoúr òd hore
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which is writing the

rules.

et in the "We want to let them

know we're pafng

attention," said Sen.

Doug Ericksen, R-

Ferndale, who led

Monday's 9o-minute

wo¡k session. "I think

the people of South

Carolina are pafng

attention to this rule, too."

He said he may push again for a comprehensive study in the zor4

legislative session.

"My feeling is we're going to work with the department because we have

to," he said, adding that he wants another update in November. "We'11

take a look and see what's happened"'

Environmental groups are watching closeþ, too, though none was

allowecl to speak to the committee during Monday's work sesssion.

TWo months ago, a coalition fìled a lrotice ofits intent to sue the federal

Envi¡onmental Protection Agency to force the state to enact more

stringent standards.

Keþ Sussewind, water quality program manager for the state

Department of Ecologr, said the threat of a lawsuit "keeps the pressure on

us" to stick to the timeline for making a decision'

Under the timeline, the department would propose changes earþ next

year, hold hearings ancl adopt changes at the end ofthe year.

The standards are to ensure rive¡s and major bodies of water are clean

enough to support fish that are safe for humans to eat, Sussewind

explained. Whatever is adopted needs to be approved by the federal

government,

Since 1992, the state has assumed the average amount of fish eaten each

day is 6.5 g¡ams, which works out to about a quarter ofan ounce per day

or 5.2 pounds per year.

Regulators are considering an increase to at least 17.5 gtams a day, or

about 14 pounds a year, to be in line with current federal guidelines.

Sussewind told lawmakers the state is not required to clo an¡hing, but

the federal government might not approve the new rules without a higher

rate.

A Seattle attorney who did testift Monday said the state is going to have

to do a goodjob explaining itself.

"There is a lot ofemotion around this issue," said attorney James Tupper,

who said he represents fìrms which would be affected by the changes. "I

think Ecolory and the state have some really difficult policy choices to

make, "The question is how wilÌ they come down on them?"

Jerry Comfield: 36o-g5z-8629; jcornfield@heraldnet.com.

More on issue
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