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January 27, 2004

The Honorable Larry Phillips

Chair, King County Council

Room 1200

C O U R T H O U S E

Dear Councilmember Phillips:

Attached for your review and approval is an ordinance which approves the General Maintenance 1387 Drainage Agreement Among The State of Washington, The Central Puget Sound Regional Transit Authority and King County.  The purpose of this general maintenance agreement is to coordinate the Sound Transit and State Department of Transportation installation and establish maintenance responsibilities of a storm water system serving a section of the Central Puget Sound Regional Transit Authority’s (Sound Transit’s) LINK light rail alignment, the County’s existing storm water system serving its E-3 busway and Ryerson transit operating base and the State’s storm water system serving its SR519 highway project.  Because this agreement commits King County to maintain its part of the storm water system beyond the annual appropriation period, King County Council approval of this agreement is required.

The need to address storm water issues was identified in the E-3 Busway Redevelopment Umbrella Agreement approved by the King County Council in Ordinance 14394 on June 27, 2002.  During the design of the state’s SR519, Sound Transit’s light rail track adjacent to the E-3 busway and Metro Transit’s Ryerson base expansion project, it became apparent that an integrated system for storm water in the area would benefit all three agencies.  The benefits are in cost savings and improved water quality in Puget Sound.

Under the general maintenance agreement, the agencies have the following responsibilities:

· King County Metro Transit is responsible for maintaining the existing busway drainage system.  King County, as part of its Ryerson base expansion project, will accommodate the bus parking expansion area storm water within its existing base storm water system.

· Sound Transit is responsible for constructing and maintaining its storm water system installed as part of its light rail project along the busway.  Sound Transit is permitted to convey its storm water to the existing busway drainage system.  Sound Transit will pay King 

County Metro Transit for half of the County’s busway drainage system maintenance cost.  This allocation is based on the storm water model results indicating that water volumes from the busway and the light rail track area will be approximately equal.

· The State of Washington, through its Department of Transportation, is responsible for constructing a new storm water system as part of its SR519 highway project.  Under this agreement, King County and Sound Transit are permitted to convey busway and light rail track storm water into this new system, which is designed to reduce combined storm water/sanitary sewer overflows into Puget Sound.  Washington State Department of Transportation and the City of Seattle will maintain this new system, except that the County will perform routine cleaning of the line to be constructed across Ryerson transit operating base.

The general maintenance agreement becomes effective when authorized by the King County Council.  The agreement continues in effect until terminated.  The agreement may be terminated with 30 days’ notice by any of the three parties upon the default of any party or by any party which ceases to operate and maintain its facilities served by the storm water system.

I am please with the cooperation shown among Sound Transit, King County, and the Washington State Department of Transportation in crafting this agreement.  The property rights in this area are extremely complicated, but through diligent work, we have found a solution that is in the best interests of all parties.  As drafted, the proposed agreement will provide the environmental protection that is required, while providing overall cost savings to the taxpayer.

I recommend that the Council approve the ordinance.

Sincerely, 

Ron Sims

King County Executive

Enclosures
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King County Councilmembers



ATTN:  Shelley Sutton, Policy Staff Director




 Anne Noris, Clerk of the Council


Steve Call, Director, Office of Management and Budget 


Harold Taniguchi, Director, Department of Transportation (DOT)


Rick Walsh, General Manager, King County Metro Transit, DOT


Judy Riley, Manager, Design and Construction, DOT

