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March 5, 2003

The Honorable Cynthia Sullivan

Chair, King County Council

Room 1200

C O U R T H O U S E

Dear Councilmember Sullivan:

Enclosed for Council consideration is an ordinance approving the Coal Creek Utility District 2002 Interim Comprehensive Sewer System Plan (plan).  Approval of the plan is required under K.C.C. 13.24 as a prerequisite to granting right-of-way franchises and construction permits.  The plan discusses the system improvements necessary to provide sewer service to current and future populations in the Coal Creek Utility District (District) sewer service area.

The District currently provides sewer service for approximately 16,000 residents in its 6.5-square mile service area.  The service area includes parts of the cities of Bellevue, Newcastle, and Renton, and urban unincorporated King County.  The ultimate service area population could increase to over 21,000 through development allowed under existing zoning.

The District and the City of Bellevue (City) entered into a settlement agreement in August 2001.  The agreement establishes the conditions by which the City will assume District facilities located within city boundaries.  This partial assumption will occur on December 31, 2003.  Prior to that time, the District and the City will need to enter into an interlocal agreement describing the responsibilities of the parties in the partial assumption.  The plan discusses this issue to the extent that details were known at the time of its preparation.

The District’s wastewater is treated entirely by King County, an average of approximately 6 million gallons per day (mgd) of sanitary flow.  In the future, development within the sewer service area could increase the flow to about 7 mgd, although improvements in water conservation should reduce this amount greatly.

Recent I/I flow monitoring data from the District’s system, available after this plan was produced, show that I/I is much higher in the District than they previously assumed.  I/I in the District’s system ranged from 394 to over 4200 gallons per acre per day (gpad).  Most of the measurements were well above the 1100 gpad standard established by the County in KCC 28.84.050(G)(2).  The District is not the only sewer utility for which this is the case.  All sewer utilities discharging wastewater to the County for treatment have excessive I/I in at least part of their system.  The District has committed to continue to work with the county to assess and reduce I/I in its system.

The District capital improvement program is budgeted at approximately $3,200,000 for the next six years.  The projects include pump station construction and rehabilitation, replacement of old sewer mains, and extension of sewers to currently unsewered areas.  The District intends to fund the capital improvements using low-interest state loans, utility local improvement districts, general facilities charges, and developer funding.  Although some of the planned improvements will reduce I/I, prioritization and funding for most I/I reduction projects will occur through the ongoing regional I/I process led by the county.

The Utilities Technical Review Committee (UTRC) reviewed the Plan on May 8, 2002 and recommended several technical changes that have been made by the District.  The District prepared a Determination of Non-significance for the Plan on May 26, 1999 in accordance with the State Environmental Policy Act.  The District intends to adopt the Plan after State and County approvals are received.

I would appreciate your review and concurrence with the proposed ordinance.  If you have any questions, please contact Bruce Bennett, Chair of the Utilities Technical Review Committee, 

at (206) 296-1952.  Thank you for your assistance in this matter.

Sincerely,

Ron Sims

King County Executive

Enclosures

cc:
King County Councilmembers



ATTN:
David deCourcy, Chief of Staff




Shelley Sutton, Policy Staff Director




Anne Noris, Clerk of the Council


Steve Call, Director, Office of Management and Budget


Bruce Bennett, Chair, Utilities Technical Review Committee

bcc:
Pam Bissonnette, Director, Department of Natural Resources

Rick Kirkby, Manager, Water Resources Unit

