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SUBJECT

A briefing on rail transport of petroleum crude oil in Washington State.

SUMMARY

Staff from the Washington State Utilities and Transportation Commission, the State Department of Ecology and the former Director of Government Relations for the Burlington Northern Santa Fe Railroad will update the Committee on rail transport of petroleum crude oil in Washington State.
  
BACKGROUND[footnoteRef:1]  [1:  Additional background on this topic can be found in the staff report from the RPC’s April 13, 2016 briefing at the County’s legistar site:
http://mkcclegisearch.kingcounty.gov/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=2676758&GUID=5501128F-32D8-474E-9B20-1DC2F729105A&Options=Advanced&Search= ] 


On August 31, 2016 the Washington State Department of Ecology adopted a new rule, effective October 1, 2016,  that requires railroads to develop and maintain contingency plans approved by Ecology.[footnoteRef:2] The rule applies to all railroads (not owned by the state) operating in Washington that transport bulk oil as cargo. Four refineries in Washington State process and refine crude oil from Alaska and other areas into products such as gasoline, diesel fuel, asphalt base, heating oil, kerosene and liquefied petroleum gas.   The Puget Sound region’s north-south rail lines carry oil through both densely populated and environmentally sensitive areas.  The following panel of experts will update the Committee on the new rule and answer questions: [2:  http://www.ecy.wa.gov/laws-rules/WAC173186/p1514a.pdf ] 

· Dale Jenson manages the Department of Ecology’s Spill Prevention, Preparedness & Response Program.
· Jason Lewis is a Senior Transportation and Legislative Policy advisor to the Washington Utilities and Transportation Commission.
· Terry Finn retired from BNSF as Director of Government Affairs and now has his own consulting firm.



INVITED

1. Barnaby Dow, Director or External Affairs King County Office of Emergency Management
2. Jason Lewis, Transportation Policy Advisor, Utilities and Transportation Commission
3. Dale Jensen, Spills Program Manager, Washington State Department of Ecology
4. Terry Finn, Principal, Terry Finn & Associates LLC
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