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SUBJECT

Today’s briefing will introduce Puget Sound Energy’s Energize Eastside project.

SUMMARY

In December 2013, Puget Sound Energy (PSE) launched Energize Eastside, a new utility project that proposes to construct approximately 18 miles of electric transmission lines in East King County from Redmond to Renton. PSE has proposed the new transmission lines to meet growing customer demand, as it has determined it cannot reliably meet demand past 2017 without additional transmission capacity. 

PSE has identified a number of potential route segments for these new Eastside transmission lines (see Attachment 1) and has begun a public involvement process, one part of which is a Citizens’ Advisory Group, to help it select a preferred route. PSE plans to identify a preferred route during 2014 and begin construction in 2017. PSE estimates the new transmission lines will allow it to meet East King County demand through 2030.

The transmission line construction proposed by Energize Eastside is a major utility project that has both environmental and land use implications.[footnoteRef:1] In addition, because portions of the potential route segments PSE has identified would use PSE’s utility easement on County-owned areas of the Eastside Rail Corridor (ERC), this project has implications for the regional planning process for the ERC. [1:  The project will be reviewed following the requirements of the State Environmental Policy Act (SEPA). In addition, each portion of the selected route will go through permitting processes in the individual jurisdictions it crosses.] 


BACKGROUND

Puget Sound Energy. Puget Sound Energy (PSE) is a 135-year-old private, regulated utility that provides electricity to 1.1 million customers and natural gas to 760,000 customers in a 10-county service area[footnoteRef:2] in Washington State. In 2010, PSE sold 23.4 million megawatt hours of electricity and 1.047 billion therms of natural gas. [2:  Counties served include: Island (electric); King (combined); Kitsap (electric); Kittitas (combined); Lewis (natural gas); Pierce (combined); Skagit (electric); Snohomish (natural gas); Thurston (combined); Whatcom (electric). Source: http://pse.com/aboutpse/CorporateInfo/Pages/PSE-Primer.aspx] 


PSE obtains its electricity supply from a combination of purchased resources, such as through the Bonneville Power Administration; and from PSE-controlled resources, which make up approximately half of the supply. PSE-controlled electric generating resources include wind (approximately 14.5% of supply), hydroelectric (7.9%), natural gas (54.7%), coal (22.8%), and diesel (0.1%).[footnoteRef:3] To distribute electricity, PSE operates 2,600 miles of transmission lines (55 kilovolt (kV) and above) and 20,479 miles of distribution lines (under 55 kV, with approximately half underground and half above ground), 428 transmission and distribution substations, and 1,091 distribution circuits.  [3:  Source: http://pse.com/aboutpse/PseNewsroom/MediaKit/020_About_PSE.pdf] 


PSE’s electric transmission and distribution system in East King County was first installed in the 1930s. Today, PSE operates a grid of 230 kV and 115 kV transmission lines on the Eastside, which supply electricity to a network of 12.5 kV distribution lines that provide power to individual homes and businesses.

Energize Eastside. In response to growing business and residential demand for electricity in East King County, PSE commissioned an Eastside Needs Assessment, which concluded that conservation efforts and local power generation would not be sufficient to meet demand and that the area would need additional transmission capacity beginning in 2017.[footnoteRef:4] Following that study, PSE proposed a potential solution that would involve constructing approximately 18 miles of new transmission lines and at least one new electric substation between its existing Sammamish substation in Redmond and its existing Talbot Hill substation in Renton. PSE identified a number of possible options for new transmission routes and substation locations that could accomplish this goal (see Attachment 1).  [4:  Summary available at: http://www.energizeeastside.com/987AB568-6B5D-401D-9EC1-E167C10EDD63/FinalDownload/DownloadId-242661A27F8DB95B468DB88D316C1A41/987AB568-6B5D-401D-9EC1-E167C10EDD63/Media/Default/Library/Eastside%20Needs%20Assessment%20Report%20Transmission%20System-final_v2.pdf] 


This proposal for new transmission lines, which PSE has named Energize Eastside, was made public in December 2013. In January 2014, PSE convened an Energize Eastside Citizens’ Advisory Group that includes representatives of local governments, including King County; neighborhood associations; and local business and community organizations. PSE hopes to use the Citizens’ Advisory Group as one part of a public involvement process that will help it narrow down the identified route options to a single preferred route, which it hopes to select by the end of 2014. PSE plans to begin construction in 2017 and to begin transmission on the new lines in 2018.

PSE’s proposal to meet growing electricity demand with new transmission lines is a significant utility decision that will have environmental and land use implications for communities throughout the Eastside, including areas of unincorporated King County. In addition, King County will also need to address the potential relationship between PSE’s proposed new transmission lines and the Eastside Rail Corridor (ERC). Several of PSE’s proposed route segments – including segments L and H, as well as portions of F, B, D, and G1 – would be located on or immediately adjacent to County-owned areas of the ERC, on which PSE has a utility easement. 

Eastside Rail Corridor: County/PSE Agreement. The Eastside Rail Corridor (ERC) is part of a 42-mile rail line that extends from Renton to Snohomish, passing through Bellevue, Kirkland, Woodinville, Redmond, and unincorporated King County. In 2003, the Burlington Northern Santa Fe (BNSF) Railroad announced its intention to divest itself of the corridor. In response, in 2009, a group of regional partners, including King County, the Port of Seattle, and Puget Sound Energy, signed a Memorandum of Understanding that envisioned a regional approach to preserve the corridor for multiple uses.[footnoteRef:5] [5:  Ordinance 16738] 


To begin that regional effort, the Port of Seattle acquired fee simple ownership of the corridor between Renton and Snohomish. The area between Woodinville and Renton was railbanked.[footnoteRef:6] King County became the Interim Trail User[footnoteRef:7] of the railbanked portion and also purchased a multipurpose easement from the Port in the railbanked area.[footnoteRef:8] [6:  Under the Federal National Trails Act, also known as the Rails to Trails Act, 16 U.S.C. §1247(d)]  [7:  As the Interim Trail User, the County is subject to legal obligations imposed by Section 8(d) Rails-to-Trails Act, 16 U.S.C. § 1247(d) and 49 C.F.R § 1152.29, as implemented through the Notices of Interim Trail Use (NITUs) for the various parts of the Corridor issued by the Surface Transportation Board (“STB”), and also the Trail Use Agreement entered into between BNSF and the County, and the STB-required Statement of Willingness to Accept Financial Responsibility (“SWAFR”). Pursuant to the Rails to Trails Act, all interim uses of railbanked corridors are subject to reactivation of potential interstate freight rail service.]  [8:  Ordinance 16084] 


The Port then sold its property interests in the corridor. The cities of Redmond and Kirkland purchased fee simple ownership within their boundaries; Puget Sound Energy purchased a utility easement along the entire corridor except within the Redmond-owned portion; Sound Transit purchased fee simple ownership of a mile of the corridor in Bellevue (the planned location of its East Link Hospital Station), as well as a transit easement on the remainder of the railbanked area; and King County[footnoteRef:9] purchased fee simple ownership of the remaining 15.6 miles of the railbanked area, as well as a 3.9-mile trail easement north of the railbanked area between Woodinville and Brightwater. (See Attachment 2) [9:  Ordinance 17503 ] 


To coordinate the multi-use vision for the ERC, King County, Sound Transit, Redmond, Kirkland, and Puget Sound Energy formed a Regional Advisory Council,[footnoteRef:10] which began meeting in February 2013 and issued a preliminary report in October 2013.  [10:  Motion 13801] 


King County also reached a separate agreement with PSE, called the Reciprocal Coordination and Cooperation Covenant Agreement (RCCCA),[footnoteRef:11] which outlines the process by which King County and PSE will coordinate their respective uses. King County has already begun this process by designating a Planned Trail Area on its portion of the ERC,[footnoteRef:12] and King County and PSE have used the RCCCA for guidance as PSE has sited poles for its Sammamish-Juanita 115 kV project. If PSE selects any of the Energize Eastside route segments located within King County’s ownership of the ERC, the County and PSE would use the RCCCA as a guide to determine the location of the transmission facilities. [11:  Ordinance 17501]  [12:  Motion 13902] 


INVITED GUESTS

Representatives from PSE will introduce Energize Eastside 

ATTACHMENTS

1. Energize Eastside Overview Map
2. [bookmark: _GoBack]Eastside Rail Corridor Ownership Map
3. Booga Gilbertson Biography
4. Andy Wappler Biography
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