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SUBJECT

Briefing on the Status of the County’s Emergency Management Advisory Committee 2014 Work Program.
[bookmark: _GoBack]
SUMMARY

For today’s briefing, representatives of the county’s Emergency Management Advisory Committee (EMAC), along with Office of Emergency Management (OEM) staff, will brief the committee on the work of the committee to date for 2014, and discuss advisory committee plans through the end of the year.  

BACKGROUND

The Emergency Management Advisory Committee (EMAC) was originally formed in 1993 and was established by ordinance in 1999. EMAC functions are found in King County Code section 2.36.055. The King County Emergency Management Advisory Committee (EMAC) acts in an advisory capacity to the County Executive, Council and Office of Emergency Management on emergency management matters and facilitates the coordination of regional emergency planning in King County.

The Office of Emergency Management (OEM) of the Department of Executive Services is composed of two distinct programs: Emergency Management and the Enhanced-911 Program Office (E-911). These two programs assure the public reliable access to emergency services. The Emergency Management Program specializes in disaster mitigation, preparedness, response and recovery. In addition to natural and other disasters, many homeland security issues and any other regional emergencies are also coordinated through this office. 

The mission of OEM is to “provide leadership and high quality services that improve the safety of the “whole community” within King County.” This mission includes the dual functions of providing direct support to King County departments and unincorporated King County, as the county’s lead agency for emergency planning, coordination, and response. In addition, the office is responsible for working with regional partners to develop and implement countywide strategies for coordinated emergency planning, response and recovery. The office works with its regional partners in the preparation of county plans, works to establish regional partnerships, and provides support and training for other jurisdictions. The office uses federal, state, and local organizations to coordinate its work with other jurisdictions and is also supported by the county’s Emergency Management Advisory Committee (EMAC).  

Emergency Management Advisory Committee (EMAC).  
EMAC membership represents a cross-section of public and private sector partners with critical emergency management interests in our region including cities, tribes, utilities, health and emergency services, public safety and more.  

Pursuant to county code, the scope and charge of the EMAC is to:
· Advise King County on emergency management issues and facilitate coordination of regional emergency planning in King County;
· Assist King County in the development of programs and policies concerning emergency management; and
· Review and comment on proposed emergency management rules, policies or ordinances before the adoption of the rules, policies or ordinances.

The committee is composed of members who represent the following emergency management interests, with each interest having one member (except for the Sound Cities Association, which may have three members; and cities with populations larger than one hundred thousand which may have one member per city):

1. The Central Region Emergency Medical Services and Trauma Care Council; 
2. Cities with populations larger than one hundred thousand (Bellevue, Kent & Seattle); 
3. Electric and gas utilities; 
4. The financial community;
5. The King County Fire Chiefs Association;
6. The King County Fire Commissioners Association;
7. The King County Police Chiefs Association; 
8. Local emergency planning committees;
9. The Port of Seattle; 
10. Private business and industry;
11. The Puget Sound Educational Service District;
12. The King and Kitsap Counties Chapter of the American Red Cross;
13. Water and sewer districts; 
14. The Sound Cities Association, which may have three members;
15. The Washington Association of Building Officials;
16. The King County executive or his or her designee;
17. The King County department of natural resources and parks;
18. The King County department of transportation;
19. The Seattle-King County department of public health; 
20. The Muckleshoot Tribe; 
21. The Snoqualmie Tribe; 
22. The King County sheriff’s office; 
23. The Northwest Healthcare Response Network; and
24. Faith-based organization.

EMAC is responsible for advising, assisting, reviewing and commenting on emergency management planning and policies and regional homeland security issues. The committee is also responsible for reviewing allocation of federal grant funds provided for homeland security. 

The office of emergency management is required to provide ongoing administrative support to the advisory committee. 


EMAC Member Information 

	Term length:
	3 years

	Membership requirements:
	Must represent a balance from various emergency management stakeholders including municipalities, special purpose districts, volunteer organizations, businesses, and associations.

	Appointment process:
	Executive appoints, Council confirms

	Meeting dates:
	Meets the 2nd Tuesday of each month from 1:00-2:30 RCECC in Renton. 

	Compensation:
	The members of the commission serve without compensation

	Website link:
	www.kingcounty.gov/safety/prepare/EmergencyManagementProfessionals/Plans/HomelandSecurity/EMAC_Region6HomelandSecurityCouncil




For today’s briefing, representatives of the EMAC and OEM staff will describe the status of EMAC’s activities in 2014 and the committee’s plans through the rest of the year.  



INVITEES
· Gail Harris, Emergency Management Coordinator, City of Shoreline, Chair, Emergency Management Advisory Committee
· Barb Graff, Director City of Seattle Office of Emergency Management, Vice-Chair, Emergency Management Advisory Committee
· Walt Hubbard, Director, Office of Emergency Management
· Stephanie Supko, EMPM IV, Senior Manager, Office of Emergency Management
· Denise Mack, EMPM III, Office of Emergency Management



ATTACHMENTS

None.
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