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SUBJECT

Proposed Ordinance 2017-0359 would allow King County to enter into an amendment to an interlocal agreement (ILA) with the City of Carnation for the distribution of Conservation Futures Tax (CFT) levy funds, which were previously appropriated as part of the biennial budget.

SUMMARY

Ordinance 18409, the 2017-2018 biennial buget ordinance, authorized funding for CFT projects located in cities throughout the county. This proposed ordinance would authorize the amendment of an existing ILA with the City of Carnation to allow for the transfer of CFT levy funds so Carnation can purchase the identified property.  

BACKGROUND 

CFT levy funds are collected throughout King County as a dedicated portion of the property tax. By statute, these funds are available only for the acquisition of open space and resource lands. King County Code Chapter 26.12 defines the process and criteria for the allocation of CFT levy funds.  

In the 2017-2018 biennial budget ordinance, Ordinance 18409, the Council authorized funding for CFT projects on properties throughout the county, including projects that had been identified in cooperation with the cities of Auburn, Bellevue, Bothell, Carnation, Covington, Federal Way, Issaquah, Kirkland, Lake Forest Park, Newcastle, North Bend, Renton, Seattle and Snoqualmie. These funding allocations were based on recommendations from the King County Conservation Futures Citizens’ Oversight Committee.  

In order to transfer the funding for the acquisition of the identified properties, King County must enter into an ILA with each participating city, or amend an existing ILA to include the additional project. The County has an existing ILA with the City of Carnoation, in which the project that is the subject of the proposed ordinance is located. This ILA defines the terms and conditions governing the use of CFT funds and the responsibilities of the County and the City of Carnation in implementing CFT projects. An amendment to this ILA is required to proceed with the current round of project funding. The proposed ILA amendment describes the project and funding.  

ANALYSIS

Proposed Ordinance 2017-0359 would authorize the Executive to amend the CFT ILA with the City of Carnation to support the acquisition of an addition to the Tolt Commons Park in the Carnation city center. The 5,000 square foot lot, currently covered with crushed rock, will be converted into landscaped greenspace thereby expanding the existing community meeting place that hosts a farmers’ market, 4th of July, and other holiday celebrations. The fund allocation of $25,000 for this CFT project was approved by Council as part of the biennial budget ordinance. 

ATTACHMENTS

1. Proposed Ordinance 2017-0359, including Attachments A and B
2. Transmittal Letter
3. Fiscal Note

INVITED

· Ingrid Lundin, Project Program Manager, DNRP
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