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January 20, 2010
The Honorable Bob Ferguson
Chair, King County Council

Room 1200

C O U R T H O U S E

Dear Councilmember Ferguson:

Enclosed for King County Council consideration is an ordinance approving the Ames Lake Water Association’s (Association) 2008 Water System Plan (Plan). 
On June 17, 2009, the Utilities Technical Review Committee (UTRC) reviewed the Plan and recommends its approval.  The Revised Code of Washington (RCW) 70.116.050 and King County Code (KCC) require that before becoming effective, the Plan be approved by King County.  Approval of the Plan will further provide state regulatory agencies the determination required under RCW 43.20.260 that the Plan is consistent with the King County Comprehensive Plan and implementing development regulations.  This letter, and attached matrix, describes the results of the county’s review of the Plan and affirms that the Plan meets King County requirements.  

Plan Summary

The Ames Lake Water Association was formed in 1969 to provide improved water service to the vicinity around Ames Lake, an unincorporated area in east King County.  Landowners formed the association because of concerns about individual wells on small lots potentially being contaminated by the septic systems being used in the area.  Of the options considered for providing water to the area that of a cooperative water association was the most feasible.  The Association secured funding from the Farmers Home Administration of the U.S. Department of Agriculture in December 1969.

The Plan describes how the Association intends to meet the current and future needs of its customers and make efficient use of its resources.  The Plan includes basic population and growth data, an analysis of the present water system, a list of planned improvements to that system, discussion of the Association’s conservation and financial programs, and information on the management and operation of the Association’s water system.

Service Area

The Association’s service area is located in an unincorporated part of eastern King County and is almost entirely residential in nature.  The Association is bounded by the City of Carnation water system to the east, the Nestle Regional Training Center to the northeast, the Sammamish Plateau Water and Sewer District to the west and south, and the Fall City Water District to the southeast.  Virtually all of the connections are single-family residences; there are only two commercial connections.  As of December 2006, total membership in the Association was 1,159, with 1,052 of those members being active water users (the total number of connections had grown to 1,067 by December 2007).  The Association does not have any interties at present, although it is pursuing an intertie with the Sammamish Plateau Water and Sewer District, one that would also permit the conveying of water from Seattle Public Utilities (SPU).

Water Use Efficiency

The Association uses water produced from seven wells located in two well fields.  Average daily production in 2007 was 226,154 gallons, with 204,421 gallons used consumptively.   The Association’s average water use per equivalent residential unit was 192 gallons per day.  The Association is a member of the East King County Regional Water Association (EKCRWA) and is participating in the EKCRWA’s water conservation programs and, through the EKCRWA, in the Central Puget Sound Water Suppliers Forum.  The Association’s conservation efforts have been quite successful and produced rates of water use equal to or better than those of other water systems in the general vicinity.  The Association is in compliance with the Washington State Department of Health’s Water Use Efficiency Rule.

Capital Improvement Plan
The Plan contains a six-year capital improvement plan (CIP) with the cost estimated to be approximately $1,486,500.  The Association proposes to fund the CIP projects with funds from its Operating Fund as well as withdrawals from its Amortization and Depreciation Fund.  The Association’s Board projects the need for a rate increase in 2012 to bring operating revenues in line with costs.  Projected total revenues for the Association in 2009 are $1,398,731.

Reclaimed Water and Regional Planning
The Association neither collects nor treats wastewater.  All wastewater in the Association’s service area is treated by on-site septic systems.  The Association did not identify any opportunities for the use of reclaimed water.  There are no large irrigators within the Association’s service area apart from individual landowners, so there are apparently few opportunities for the use of reclaimed water.  The Association took part in the development of the EKCRWA Water System Plan and is an associate member of the EKCRWA, which coordinates water supply planning efforts for the region.

SEPA
The Association completed a State Environmental Policy Act (SEPA) checklist for the Plan and King County, as lead agency, issued a determination of non-significance for the issuance of the Plan on July 31, 2009.

The enclosed matrix provides additional information regarding the Association's compliance with KCC requirements and consistency with the King County Comprehensive Plan.

I appreciate the Association's cooperation in submitting the Plan and working with the UTRC review process.  If you have any questions about the Plan or the proposed ordinance, please feel free to contact Stephen Hirschey, Chair of the Utilities Technical Review Committee, at 
206-205-0817.

I urge the Council to adopt the enclosed ordinance approving the Association's Plan.

Sincerely,

Dow Constantine 

King County Executive

Enclosures

cc:
King County Councilmembers



ATTN:  Tom Bristow, Chief of Staff
  Anne Noris, Clerk of the Council


Scott Hemingway, General Manager, Ames Lake Water Association
Richard Rodriguez, Regional Planner, Washington State Department of Health
Toni Rezaab, Acting Director, Office of Management and Budget
Bob Burns, Deputy Director, Department of Natural Resources and Parks 
Steve Hirschey, Chair, Utilities Technical Review Committee
