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NATURAL RESOURCES, PARKS & OPEN SPACE COMMITTEE

REVISED STAFF REPORT
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SUBJECT:   
Proposed Ordinance 2002-0393 appropriates conservation futures tax levy (CFT) funds to open space land acquisition projects in King County, the city of Seattle and specified suburban cities.

Proposed Ordinance 2002-0394 relates to Interlocal Agreements with cities for the disbursement of CFT funds.

AMENDMENTS:

The Natural Resources, Parks & Open Space Committee adopted a technical amendment to each of the CFT-related ordinances. The NRPOS Committee did not change any of the project recommendations or funding allocations recommended by the King County Citizens Open Space Committee.
Amendment #1 to Proposed Ordinance 2002-0393: Attachment B consists of individual project pages for each project; five of the project pages indicate the incorrect Council District. The amendment deletes the incorrect pages and inserts corrected pages. The corrected pages are attached to the amendment.


Amendment #1 to Proposed Ordinance 2002-0394: The language in Proposed Ordinance 2002-0394 refers to funding appropriated in “Proposed Ordinance 2002-XXXX.” The amendment inserts the correct reference to Proposed Ordinance 2002-0393.

BACKGROUND: 

Conservation futures tax levy (CFT) funds are collected throughout King County as a dedicated portion of the property tax and by statute are available only for the acquisition of open space and resource lands.  Ordinance 13717 establishes a process and criteria for the annual allocation of conservation futures tax levy funds.  The King County Conservation Futures Citizens Committee, composed of sixteen members, one from each council district and three at-large members appointed by the executive, is charged with making annual recommendations to the Executive and Council on CFT allocations.

The Citizens Committee reviewed over $11.4 million in requests from King County, the city of Seattle and suburban cities for $6.5 million in available CFT funds.  The committee went on six field trips and visited all of the applicant sites.  The Citizens Committee recommends funding 31 of the 35 applicant projects. Their recommendations meet several goals, including preserving salmon and wildlife habitat, protecting undeveloped shoreline on Puget Sound, providing green spaces for cities, retaining rural forestry and providing passive recreation and outdoor education opportunities. (See Attachment 1 for a summary recommendation list with Council District.)  
SUMMARY:
Proposed Ordinance 2002-0393 is an appropriation ordinance and implements the King County Conservation Futures Citizens Committee funding recommendations.  The proposed ordinance appropriates $6,545,000 from unappropriated CFT funds to King County, the city of Seattle and specified suburban cities to fund open space projects recommended by the committee.

Proposed Ordinance 2002-0394 authorizes the Executive to enter into and execute contracts and interlocal agreements or make amendments to existing contracts or interlocal agreements necessary for the disbursement of these funds. The Executive will enter into ILA’s or amend existing ILA’s with the cities of Bellevue, Covington, Issaquah, Kent, Mercer Island, Milton, Redmond, Renton, Seattle, Shoreline and Tukwila for the disbursement of CFT funds.

The interlocal agreements define the terms and conditions governing the county and city’s obligations for implementation of the recommended CFT project.  The interlocal agreements include the following provisions: definitions for open space, project, and conservation futures; terms and conditions of agreement, including that CFT and matching funds may only be used for expenses related to property acquisition; substitution/deletion of projects; eminent domain; matching requirement by city must be equal to or greater than the CFT allocation; project description; quarterly and annual reporting requirements; disposition of remaining funds; maintenance of property as open space in perpetuity; and hold harmless, indemnification and future amendment clauses. 

ATTENDING:

Faith Roland, Acquisition Supervisor, Water and Resource Lands Division, Department of Natural Resources & Parks
David Tiemann, Open Space Planner, Water and Resource Lands Division, Department of Natural Resources & Parks

