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Metropolitan King County Council
Committee of the Whole

STAFF REPORT

	Agenda Items:
	7,8, and 9, 
	Name:
	Melissa Bailey 

	Proposed No.:
	2025-0261, 2025-0263, 2025-0264 (and 2025-0262)
	Date:
	September 23, 2025



SUBJECT

Proposed Motions to confirm the Executive’s appointment of the following persons to the King County Immigrant and Refugee Commission: 
· Luz Escalante, who resides in Council District Five, for a three-year term to expire September 30, 2028 (Proposed Motion 2025-0261); 
· Aliye Aliye, who resides in Council District Seven, for the remainder of a three-year term to expire September 30, 2027 (Proposed Motion 2025-0262[footnoteRef:2]);   [2:  Proposed Motion 2025-0262 will be briefed on September 23, 2025; however, it was not introduced in time for committee action and would need to be taken up at a future meeting.] 

· Zain Jinnah, who residents in Council District Two, for the remainder of a three-year term to expire September 30, 2027 (Proposed Motion 2025-0263); and 
· Julie Kang, who residents in Council District Four, for a partial term to expire September 30, 2026 (Proposed Motion 2025-0264).
BACKGROUND

In 2018, the King County Immigrant and Refugee Commission (Commission) was established by Ordinance 18653 (codified as King County Code Chapter 2.78) to connect a broad group of stakeholders to identify, elevate, and develop shared strategies and solutions, streamline and strengthen efforts, and bring more resources to the most pressing issues affecting immigrant and refugee communities. The Commission also focuses on understanding and addressing challenges faced by immigrant and refugee communities living in suburban cities and unincorporated areas of the county. A non-exhaustive list of the Commission’s duties is provided in K.C.C. 2.78.020.

The Commission is comprised of thirteen members and with the following requirements[footnoteRef:3]: [3:  K.C.C. 2.78.030] 

· A diversity of members reflecting a range of ethnicities, professional backgrounds, socioeconomic status, and places of origin to reflect the diversity of the county's immigrant and refugee communities;
· All members must be residents of King County;
· All members shall demonstrate active and engaged civic participation in one or more immigrant and refugee communities and be well versed on the issues affecting those communities;
· Membership shall reflect gender diversity;
· At least six members shall be from suburban cities or unincorporated areas;
· At least three members shall have had personal experiences as a refugee or asylee from any location worldwide;
· Membership shall represent a range of age groups, including persons representing youth issues;
· At least five members shall represent and be appointed by an immigrant-led organization serving immigrant communities and of these representatives at least three members shall represent and be appointed by a small grass-roots community-based organization that has an annual budget of less than two-hundred fifty thousand dollars, that supports the needs of distinct immigrant and refugee communities and is composed predominantly of members of those communities;
· At least one member should have familiarity with King County government, systems, and agencies; and
· Persons representing faith-based organizations are encouraged to apply.

Additionally, the Commission may include four nonvoting members who shall be community leaders actively engaged with local government, business, or philanthropic organizations, and add value to the Commission and raise its visibility and capacity through their expertise, relationships, and networks.

Per county code, appointments to the Commission are subject to Council confirmation. Approval of the proposed motions would fulfill this requirement.

APPOINTEE INFORMATION

Appointee Escalante. Proposed Motion 2025-0261 would confirm the appointment of Luz Escalante, who resides in Council District Five, for a three-year term to expire on September 30, 2028. She would serve on the Commission as an individual.  

According to her application materials, Appointee Escalante is from Venezuela where she learned about the necessity of understanding laws and the importance of active civic engagement. Now in the United States, she volunteers at several nonprofits, including Consejo Counseling, Lutheran Community Services, Vine Maple Place, and the Community Health Worker Coalition for Migrants and Refugees. She states that she is passionate about advocating for equitable policies and resources that support immigrants’ integration and success. 

Appointee Escalante notes that one of the most pressing issues facing immigrant and refugee communities is the ability to access essential services due to language barriers, lack of information, and complex processes. She also points to the importance of fostering a welcoming and inclusive community. While serving on the Commission, she hopes to build connections with community leaders, organizations, and stakeholders to foster partnerships and drive change.

Appointee Aliye. Proposed Motion 2025-0262 would confirm the appointment of Aliye Aliye, who resides in Council District Seven, for the remainder of a three-year term to expire September 30, 2027. He would serve on the Commission as an individual. 

According to his application materials, Appointee Aliye is a former refugee, now U.S. citizen, who understands firsthand the challenges that immigrants and refugees face. He is passionate about ensuring King County remains a welcoming, supportive place where newcomers can thrive, and notes that it is both a privilege and a responsibility to give back to the community that supported him. 

Appointee Aliye is a small business owner and founder of a nonprofit focused on helping East African refugees in King County, especially South King County, with integration, access to resources, and navigating public systems. He notes that some of the most pressing issues facing immigrant and refugee communities include growing political polarization that has resulted in a sense of uncertainty and fear; the high cost of living and the ability to find stable, affordable housing; and a gap in access to culturally appropriate services and support systems. Appointee Aliye states that he looks forward to serving on the Commission where he hopes to help center the voices of those most impacted in decision making. 

Appointee Jinnah. Proposed Motion 2025-0263 would confirm the appointment of Zain Jinnah, who resides in Council District Two, for the remainder of a three-year term to expire September 30, 2027. He would serve on the Commission as an individual. 

According to his application materials, Appointee Jinnah is a legal and policy professional who immigrated to the United States nearly 15 years ago to study and work. In 2022, he made his way to King County and was recently admitted to the Washington State Bar. His work has focused on international governance issues, including human rights issues that motivate many immigrants to leave their home countries and relocate to the United States. Additionally, he provides legal support to his religious community, volunteers with a nonprofit legal clinic for small businesses, and serves as a mentor to a law student through the Joint Minority Mentorship Program (a joint mentorship initiative by several Seattle-area minority bar associations). 

Appointee Jinnah’s application materials note that he was born to Indian-African parents who were forced to leave their native Tanzania and eventually resettle in Canada. Having been raised in Calgary by working-class immigrant communities, he states that he understands the negative consequences of underinvesting in economically disadvantaged and minority neighborhoods. He points to economic deprivation as a core challenge for immigrant and refugee communities and asserts that “when communities are given economic opportunity and can grow economically this has spillover effects in all areas, from their political engagement to civic life to education and health.” He expressed his commitment to making sure community member voices are heard and looks forward to developing the ability to translate their concerns into tangible planning and policy choices. 

Appointee Kang. Proposed Motion 2025-0264 would confirm the appointment of Julie Kang, who resides in Council District Four, for a partial term to expire September 30, 2026. She would serve on the Commission as an individual. 

According to her application materials, Appointee Kang has firsthand experience with navigating resettlement, cultural adaptation, and systemic barriers. Professionally, she has a PhD in Multicultural Education from the University of Washington. For the last two decades, she has worked closely with educators, school leaders, social service providers, families, and caregivers across King County on how to effectively serve immigrant and refugee students and families. She has also collaborated with community-based organizations to design programs that center the assets and resilience of immigrant communities while addressing structural inequities. Based on her experience, some of the most pressing issues facing immigrant and refugee communities include language access, economic mobility, mental health support, and civic inclusion. 

Appointee Kang notes that she is interested in serving on the Commission because she believes in the power of policy rooted in community wisdom and sees the Commission as a vital platform to elevate the lived realities of immigrants and refugees. She has experience working with the County as she currently represents the Korean-speaking community on the King County Citizens’ Election Oversight Committee. She has also served as the former President for the Korean American Coalition and the Deputy Vice President for the Greater Seattle Korean Association. In her application materials, Appointee Kang states that “serving on this Commission is both a personal and professional calling – an opportunity to give back, advocate forward, and help build a county were belonging is more than a promise – it’s a lived reality.”

ANALYSIS

Staff has not identified any issues with the proposed appointments. They appear to be consistent with the requirements in the County Code. 

INVITED 

· Luz Escalante, Appointee, Immigrant and Refugee Commission
· Aliye Aliye, Appointee, Immigrant and Refugee Commission
· Zain Jinnah, Appointee, Immigrant and Refugee Commission 
· Julie Kang, Appointee, Immigrant and Refugee Commission
· Dae Shogren, KCC, Staff Liaison, Immigrant and Refugee Commission 
· Brian Chu, OERSJ, Staff Liaison, Immigrant and Refugee Commission 

ATTACHMENTS

1. Proposed Motion 2025-0261
2. Transmittal Letter
3. Proposed Motion 2025-0262
4. Transmittal Letter
5. Proposed Motion 2025-0263
6. Transmittal Letter
7. Proposed Motion 2025-0264
8. Transmittal Letter
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