EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES
ANALYST: GENE PAUL

	
	
	Expenditures
	
	Revenues
	
	FTEs
	
	TLTs

	2025 Revised Budget Biennialized
	
	$277,257,628
	
	$255,585,030
	
	145.6
	
	0.0

	2026-2027 Base Budget Adjust.
	
	$4,976,219
	
	$0
	
	0.0
	
	0.0

	2026-2027 Decision Packages
	
	($282,233,874)
	
	($255,585,030)
	
	(145.6) 
	
	0.0

	2026-2027 Proposed Budget
	
	$0
	
	$0
	
	0.0
	
	0.0

	% Change from prior biennium, biennialized
	
	(100.0%)
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Dec. Pkg. as % of prior biennium, biennialized
	
	(101.8%)
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Major Revenue Sources: Emergency Medical Services Levy



DESCRIPTION

Emergency Medical Services (EMS), a division of Public Health – Seattle & King County (PHSKC), operates a coordinated regional partnership providing a continuum of care for people in need of emergency medical care services (Medic One) and oversees a tiered regional model for emergency medical care and training throughout the county. EMS is primarily funded by a countywide, voter-approved six-year EMS levy which will expire at the end of 2025.  The EMS levy moneys supporting this budget are restricted by State law and can only be spent on EMS-related activities. 

This system operates in a coordinated partnership with four dispatch centers, five paramedic providers, and 23 fire departments. This partnership also requires collaboration with local hospital emergency departments, private ambulance companies, and other organizations.

SUMMARY OF PROPOSED BUDGET AND CHANGES

[bookmark: _Hlk210410474]The Executive's proposed 2026-2027 Biennial Budget does not include any appropriation for Emergency Medical Services. The current levy expires at the end of the year, and the next iteration of the levy, covering 2026-2031, is on the November 4, 2025, general election ballot.[footnoteRef:1] Under the County Code, the Executive cannot propose spending unless the revenue source is secure, so the proposed budget does not include an EMS appropriation. EMS funding would need to be added to the budget via amendment if the levy is approved by the voters in November.  [1:  Ordinance 19950 placed the levy proposition on the November 4, 2025, ballot. ] 


KEY ISSUES

Staff have not identified any key issues for this appropriation unit. 




