
REGULATORY NOTE


CHECKLIST OF CRITERIA

Proposed No.:  _____________
Prepared By: Susan Eisele






Date:___9\13\2010____________________

  Yes     No     N/A
 [X]  [  ]  [  ]

NEED:  Does the proposed regulation respond to a specific, identifiable need? If yes then explain.
The proposed regulation is to establish a new service within the King County Medical Examiner (KCME) that will review all deaths prior to disposition of a body.  To support that new service a $50.00 fee per certification is requested.  This fee and process already applies to cremations, which constitute two-thirds of all deaths in King County. The proposal is to apply this process to all deaths regardless of the method of disposing of the body. Revenue estimate was derived using the average projected rates of burial for 2010 through 2013.  It is estimated that there would be approximately 4,300 authorizations issued annually.  
 [X]  [  ]  [  ]

If so, is county government the most appropriate organization to address this need? If yes then explain.




The KCME is a mandated program of King County.

 [X]  [  ]  [  ]

ECONOMY & JOB GROWTH:  Has the economic impact of the proposed regulation been reviewed to ensure it will not have a long-term adverse impact on the economy and job growth in King County?




If yes then explain.
The economic impact of the regulation is that the KCME will fully recover the cost of providing body disposition authorization due to an expansion of definition and applicability of an existing service of the KCME   The total increase is anticipated to be approximately $215,000 per year and creates an additional 1.5 FTE capacity in KCME, which will be necessary to staff the increase of this additional work.  This change is not anticipated to have a long-term, adverse impact on the economy or job growth in King County.
 [X]  [  ]  [  ]

PURPOSE:  Is the purpose of the proposed ordinance clear? Describe the purpose of the ordinance.
The regulation expands the applicability of an existing service of the KCME and also applies an existing fee to the additional work load in order to pay for providing the service expansion.  
 [X]  [  ]  [  ]

Are the steps for implementation clear? Describe the steps for implementation.




· The County Council reviews and adopts the following year’s fee structure.  

· Clients of the KCME are notified of the upcoming changes.

· KCME starts collecting the fee for service January 1, 2011.
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Yes     No     N/A
[X]  [  ]  [ ]

EVALUATION:  Does the proposed ordinance identify specific measurable outcomes that the proposed regulation should achieve? Describe the measurable outcomes.
1. No person shall provide disposition of the body of any decedent who came to their death in King County without first reporting the death to the King County Medical Examiner’s Office

2. The medical examiner’s office will provide timely reviews of requests for disposition authorization.

[X ]  [  ]   [ ]

Is an evaluation process identified? Describe the evaluation process.
The review process shall improve the accuracy of death certification.  Thus, the number of incomplete or incorrect death certificates is expected to decrease significantly.  This will be evaluated by the number of certificates referred to the medical examiner after disposition has occurred rather than before.

 [X]  [ ]   [  ]

INTERESTED PARTIES:  Has adequate collaboration occurred with all those affected by the proposed regulation (including the public, the regulated and the regulators)? Describe the level of collaboration that has been performed.
Local law enforcement agencies, including the Seattle Police Department and the King County Sheriff’s Office have indicated that they will support this proposal. The King County Prosecuting Attorney’s Office criminal division has indicated that they will support this proposal. Funeral directors will need to be informed after the fee proposal is made public. Funeral directors support the current cremation fee review process.
 [X]  [ ]   [ ]

COSTS & BENEFITS:  Will the proposed regulation achieve the goal with the minimum cost and burden?

The proposed regulation’s fee collection will cover the cost of providing service only.  The current system for billing and collecting fees from KCME's cremation review process will be modified slightly and used to collect all body disposition fees. No costs are anticipated in order to prepare county systems to bill for this fee.
 [X]  [  ]  [ ]

Has the cost of not adopting the proposed regulation been considered? Describe and quantify the cost of not adopting the proposed regulation.
Not providing the service could potentially increase the County’s exposure to risk.  Certain cases need a complete examination of the body to formally determine both the manner and cause of death.  Currently, it is theoretically possible to destroy anatomical evidence of a homicide without any investigation from the medical examiner or law enforcement agency.  The KCME is charged with investigating sudden, violent, unexpected, and suspicious deaths. Not providing the statutory investigation is a liability to the County.  The cost of not providing this service cannot be quantified.
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 [X]  [  ]  [ ]

Do the benefits of the proposed regulations outweigh the costs? Describe and the cost and benefits of proposed regulation.
The cost of providing this service is approximately $50.00 per review.  The County has statutory requirements to investigate deaths, implementing this regulation to review cause and manner of death would assist the County in meeting those statutory requirements.

 [X ]  [  ]  [ ]

VOLUNTARY COMPLIANCE:  Does the proposed ordinance inspire voluntary compliance? Describe how voluntary compliance is anticipated to take place.
Licensed, responsible, funeral directors would be required to comply with this regulation.  State of Washington licensure boards require that funeral homes follow all legal requirements. Funeral directors support the current cremation fee, which is similar to this expanded fee applicability.
 [X]  [  ]  [  ]

CLARITY:  Is the proposed ordinance written clearly and concisely, without ambiguities?




The proposed ordinance merely expands the scope of exiting King County Ordinance, fee and service.
 [X]  [  ]  [  ]

CONSISTENCY:  Is the proposed regulation consistent with existing federal, state and local statutes?



This definition change and expansion of an existing fee is made under authority of RCW 70.58.230 and K.C.C. 2.24.135.
