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Metropolitan King County Council
Local Services and Land Use Committee

REVISED STAFF REPORT

	Agenda Item:
	7
	Name:
	Gene Paul

	Proposed No.:
	2024-0077
	Date:
	July 3, 2024



COMMITTEE ACTION

	
Proposed Substitute Ordinance 2024-0077.2 authorizing the Executive to enter into an interlocal agreement with the Town of Beaux Arts Village to provide landmark designation and protection services, passed out of committee on July 3, 2024, with a “Do Pass” recommendation. The Proposed Ordinance was amended in committee with Amendment 1 to revise the statements of fact to reflect current King County Comprehensive Plan policy language and correct Beaux Arts Village’s type of government.





SUBJECT

An ordinance authorizing an interlocal agreement (ILA) with the Town of Beaux Arts Village to provide landmark designation and protection services.

SUMMARY

Proposed Ordinance 2024-0077 would authorize the Executive to enter into an ILA with the Town of Beaux Arts Village to provide landmark designation and protection services for historic properties within the town. The proposed ordinance notes the consistency of the agreement with established County policies. Under the agreement, the Town of Beaux Arts Village would establish regulations for historic structures and sites and King County would process landmark applications and act as the Local Review Board for the special valuation of properties, among other responsibilities. The Town would reimburse King County for its costs and pay an annual fee of $100. The agreement would continue until terminated by either party with written notice. 

BACKGROUND 

King County's Landmarks Commission, which is staffed by the Historic Preservation Program in the Department of Natural Resources and Parks, provides resource protection for historic and archaeological resources in unincorporated King County, including:

· designating historic landmarks and landmark districts for inclusion within the Historic Register in King County; 
· designating community landmarks; 
· authorizing tax benefits for qualified historic properties; and
· evaluating proposed changes to qualified historic properties for consistency with their landmark status.  

The Commission also contracts with cities and towns within the County to provide landmarking services.  To date, 23 similar ILAs have been executed. 


ANALYSIS

The Executive has negotiated an ILA for landmarking services with the Town of Beaux Arts Village. Key provisions of the agreement are: 

Town Responsibilities:
The Town would be required to adopt an ordinance establishing regulations and procedures for the designation and protection of historic structures and archaeological sites, which should be substantially the same as provided for in King County Code Chapter 20.62. The Town has fulfilled this responsibility through the passage of Beaux Arts Village Ordinance No. 464 (Attachment 5). 

County Responsibilities
In the ILA, the County would be responsible for the following actions:

1. Processing landmark nomination applications, and provide planning, training and public information support activities;
2. Processing Certificate of Appropriateness applications;
3. Acting as the Local Review Board for special valuation of historic properties within the City; and
4. At the Town’s request, reviewing and commenting on applications for permits that affect historic resources and archaeological sites.

Compensation
Beaux Arts Village would reimburse the County for all costs of services under this contract, including overhead and administrative costs. In addition, the Town will pay the County a nominal annual fee commensurate with the Town’s population for maintaining the Town’s historic resources inventory and responding to general requests for information related to the Town from residents, property owners, design professionals, and others. For 2024, cities and towns with a population under 10,000 residents pay $100 for their annual fee. Outside of the nominal fee, the fiscal note indicates that revenue from services varies from year to year depending on the services that the Town wants the County to provide. This can range from $0 to $10,000 per town or city for a given year. 

Term
The agreement would be effective upon execution and would continue indefinitely until terminated by either party with 30-days written notice.

The ILA is consistent with historic resource protection agreements with other contract cities. There are only a few changes in this version of the ILA compared to the last landmark services ILA approved by the Council in 2018 with the City of Covington.[footnoteRef:2] These changes include: [2:  Ordinance 18713 authorized the Executive to enter into an ILA with the City of Covington. (File # 2018-0158) ] 


· Adjusting the language in the provisions of the Town and County responsibilities to make participating in the program entirely voluntary for the Town; and
· Adding the nominal annual fee for maintaining the historical inventory and responding to general questions.

Other cities and towns that have ILAs for landmarking services also pay the annual fee, but this is the first agreement since that fee schedule went into place, so the language has been added to the ILA. Just as the agreements with the other jurisdictions do, this ILA provides for full-cost recovery, including overhead and indirect administrative costs.

This Proposed Ordinance is consistent with County policies, including Comprehensive Plan Policy P-210, which states:

King County shall partner with cities to protect and enhance historic resources and public art located within city boundaries and annexation areas.

This ILA has been reviewed by Council’s legal counsel. 

AMENDMENT

Staff has drafted a technical amendment, Amendment 1, which would make technical corrections to the transmitted ordinance. The corrections include revising the statements of fact to reflect current King County Comprehensive Plan policy language and correcting Beaux Arts Village’s type of government. 
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