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Government Accountability and Oversight Committee

STAFF REPORT

	Agenda Item:
	5
	Name:
	Mike Alvine/Paul Carlson

	Proposed No.:
	2014-0129
	Date:
	April 8, 2014

	Invited:
	Dave Wilson, GIS Supervisor, Department of Elections



SUBJECT

An ordinance adopting the revision of voting precincts of King County for the year 2014. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]BACKGROUND

The Revised Code of Washington (RCW 29A.16.040-050 and King County Code (KCC 1.12.010) require the alteration of precincts as an annual responsibility.  The proposed ordinance making these changes must be effective by April 28, 2014. The reasons for adjusting the precincts are:

· To adjust precinct boundaries to comply with recent city annexation or incorporation activity.

· To equalize voter population of precincts in compliance with the limits prescribed by state law and King County Code.

· To ease election administration.

ANALYSIS
Table 1 presents a countywide summary of changes to voting precincts.  Overall there were relatively few precinct changes proposed for 2014.  Last year there were many more changes due to the number of new voters who registered to vote for the presidential election.  Table 2 provides the number of precinct changes in 2013 for comparison purposes.  

Of the current 2,514 voting precincts in King County, 95 precincts were altered, 11 precincts were added and 15 precincts were abolished for a net decrease of 4 precincts.  If adopted, this legislation will result in 2,510 precincts in King County for 2014.

Table 3 shows the precinct changes by Council district.  Council District 1 has the most altered precincts (36) due to nine island annexations by the City of Bothell.  The Elections Department decided the efficient thing would be to adjust most of the precincts in Bothell.  Council District 3 had 13 precinct alterations due to high population growth.  Districts 4,8 and 2 experienced the next greatest number of alterations with 12, 11 and 10 alterations each.  These changes were largely due to the formation of electoral districts within the City of Seattle.  District 9 had nine alterations.  Most of these were related to removal of the 2002 legislative district line which was splitting parcels, so the precinct lines were adjusted to adopt better geographic boundaries and precinct balancing.  Only Council districts 5 and 7 had no changes.

Last year Councilmember Dembowski sponsored Ordinance 17655. It was adopted on September 9, 2013 and signed by the Executive (enactment date) on September 18, 2013.  The ordinance requires the Director of Elections to provide a 10-day comment period on proposed precinct changes for the political parties and the public prior to the transmittal of the ordinance to Council.  Under certain circumstances the Director can waive the review requirement.  The Director did conduct the 10-day review of the proposed changes prior to transmittal to Council.  No comments were received.

Table 1
2014 Countywide Summary of Precinct Changes
	Precincts altered
	95

	Precincts added
	11

	Precincts abolished
	15

	Net gain/loss of precincts
	(-4)



Table 2
2013 Countywide Summary of Precinct Changes
	Precincts altered
	166

	Precincts added
	38

	Precincts abolished
	23

	Net gain/loss of precincts
	15



Table 3
Summary of 2014 Changes by Council District
	Council District
	Altered
	Added
	Abolished

	1
	36
	2
	7

	2
	10
	1
	2

	3
	13
	1
	1

	4
	12
	3
	1

	5
	0
	0
	0

	6
	4
	1
	0

	7
	0
	0
	0

	8
	11
	3
	3

	9
	9
	0
	1




Notifying Voters
The ordinance and attachment become an amendment to the official list of County voting precincts.  Elections will notify voters of their new precinct status following the Council’s adoption of the ordinance.  This ordinance will need to be expedited to meet the State mandated deadline of April 28, 2014.

ATTACHMENTS

1. Proposed Ordinance 2014-0129, with attachments
2. Transmittal letter
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