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December 20, 2010
The Honorable Bob Ferguson
Chair, King County Council

Room 1200

C O U R T H O U S E

Dear Councilmember Ferguson:

I am pleased to transmit for your review and consideration a proposed ordinance adopting the 2010 Transportation Concurrency Map update.  King County Code (KCC) 14.70.270 requires an annual map update for the Transportation Concurrency Management (TCM) Program.

King County Code 14.70.270.B requires that an annual report be submitted to the King County Council as part of the transportation concurrency update.  The annual report was prepared by the Department of Transportation’s Road Services Division (RSD) to explain the technical assumptions and other parameters used to update the transportation concurrency map.  The report identifies the travel sheds (geographical areas containing arterial routes) that fail the transportation concurrency test, as well as potential road projects that would allow failing routes and failing travel sheds to become concurrency compliant.  The annual report has been reviewed by the Transportation Concurrency Expert Review Panel.
The Transportation Concurrency Expert Review Panel was established by KCC requirement to review the annual concurrency update process.  The panel is comprised of six members and includes representation from the development community, transportation planning professionals, the public at large, and multimodal transportation interests.  The panel also evaluates and recommends changes to the transportation concurrency process.  I have included the panel’s summary of their review of the annual report and concurrency map changes with the ordinance transmittal package.

The 2010 map update replaces the transportation concurrency map approved in 2009.  Travel sheds that fail the concurrency test are shown with cross-hatching.  The 2010 map identifies five failing travel sheds, an increase from four in 2009.  The five failing travel sheds are Green River Valley (5), Juanita/Kingsgate (8), Sammamish Valley (9), Woodinville (10), and Novelty Hill (11).  Of the five travel sheds that are failing concurrency in 2010, three were also failing in 2009.  Four of the five failing travel sheds had at least two sections of roads that are not meeting concurrency level of service (LOS) standards.  The cause of these failures is primarily high traffic volume and related congestion at intersections, several of which are within cities or on a state route and therefore lie outside of the County’s jurisdiction, while impacting the road system.
The two new travel sheds failing in 2010 are Juanita/Kingsgate and Woodinville.  This is the first time Juanita/Kingsgate has failed the concurrency test; two routes on Northeast 132nd Street in this travel shed failed the urban LOS standard.  The Woodinville travel shed failed in 2008, but passed in 2009.  It is failing in 2010 because routes on Woodinville-Duvall Road, Avondale Road, Northeast 132nd Street, and Novelty Hill Road (east of the urban planned developments) failed the rural LOS standard.  The Newcastle/East Renton (12) travel shed, which failed the concurrency test in 2009, is passing in 2010.  This travel shed is passing due to travel time LOS changes on State Route 900, and this road met the county concurrency rural LOS standards in 2010.
I recommend the King County Council adopt this ordinance.  
If you have any questions, please contact Paulette Norman, P.E., Interim Division Director of the Road Services Division, at 206-296-6590.
Sincerely,

Dow Constantine
King County Executive
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