[image: KClogo_v_b_m2]

Metropolitan King County Council
Regional Policy Committee

STAFF REPORT

	Agenda Item:
	[bookmark: _GoBack]8
	Name:
	Mary Bourguignon

	Proposed No.:
	2018-B0046
	Date:
	March 7, 2018




SUBJECT

Today’s briefing will provide an update on One Table, which is a regional effort that was launched in January by the County Executive and the mayors of Seattle and Auburn to bring together leaders from the business, nonprofit, philanthropic, faith, government, and community sectors to address homelessness.

SUMMARY

To attempt to address the region’s growing homelessness crisis, the King County Executive, along with the mayors of Seattle and Auburn, convened the One Table initiative in January. One Table is a regional effort that has brought together a group of approximately 75 local leaders from the business, non-profit, philanthropic, faith, government, and community sectors to develop solutions to prevent homelessness. A list of members by affiliation can be found as Attachment 1 to this staff report.

One Table members have been organized into five Community Action Workgroups to address systemic factors that contribute to homelessness:
· Affordable Housing
· Behavioral Health
· Child Welfare
· Criminal Justice
· Employment

Recommendations from these workgroups will be directed to a Civic Leadership Group and an Elected Leadership Group, with the goal of developing initial recommendations by a public meeting on March 26 and then refining these recommendations in time for a second public meeting on May 3. (Please see Attachments 2 and 3 for more information.)

Today’s briefing will provide an update from Executive staff about progress made to date and plans for the remainder of the One Table schedule, as well as information on the types of strategies that may ultimately be recommended to regional leaders.


BACKGROUND 

The Need. As of the January 2017 Count Us In point-in-time count, more than 11,000 people in King County were experiencing homelessness on any given night. Nearly 5,400 of these people were sleeping unsheltered and the remainder were in emergency shelter or transitional housing.[footnoteRef:1]   [1:  The 2018 Count Us In effort took place on January 26, 2018, but information is not yet available from that count. 2017 information is from All Home, Count Us In, Seattle/King County Point-In-Time Count of Persons Experiencing Homelessness, 2017, http://allhomekc.org/king-county-point-in-time-pit-count/   ] 


Information from King County’s Homeless Management Information System (HMIS) shows that the number of people who become homeless over the course of a year and who exit homelessness far exceed those tallied during the one-night count. During 2016, for example, a total of 29,462 people were entered into the HMIS; a total of 25,372 people were entered in 2017.

Information collected by King County indicates a range of root causes of homelessness. (See Attachment 3) These include:

· Lack of affordable housing. Rising housing costs make it difficult to find appropriate housing. Housing price increases in recent years have tracked the increase in the number of people experiencing homelessness.

· Behavioral health. Individuals lack access to necessary mental health and substance use treatment. This has been exacerbated because Washington state has a higher than average rate of serious mental illness combined with a lower than average spending rate.

· Criminal justice. Interaction with the criminal justice system inhibits individuals’ ability to obtain housing and employment. As one example, King County’s Familiar Faces effort, which has attempted to find solutions for the approximately 1,400 people who experience four or more bookings a year, found that 94 percent of these people had a behavioral health condition and nearly 60 percent of them were homeless. Racial disproportionality is also a factor, both in the criminal justice system and among those experiencing homelessness.

· Child Welfare. One-third of homeless youth in King County have been in the child welfare system. Foster care placement, in particular, increases the risk of homelessness: 23 percent of homeless adults in Seattle report a history of foster care placement.

· Employment. There are many more people in King County who live in poverty than those who are homeless. People who live in poverty are at risk for homelessness if they experience any sudden disruption, such as a rent increase or an illness.

One Table. On January 22, 2018, the King County Executive and the mayors of Seattle and Auburn convened a group of 75 leaders, called One Table, who were called together for a short but intensive effort to study systemic factors that contribute to homelessness and then to make recommendations for actions the region can take to address homelessness.

Members of the group have been organized into five Community Action Workgroups to address systemic factors that contribute to homelessness:
· Affordable Housing
· Behavioral Health
· Child Welfare
· Criminal Justice
· Employment

Recommendations from these workgroups will be directed to a Civic Leadership Group and an Elected Leadership Group, with the goal of developing initial recommendations by a public meeting on March 26 and then refining these recommendations in time for a second public meeting on May 3. (Please see Attachments 2 and 3 for more information.)

Today’s briefing will provide an update from Executive staff about progress made to date and plans for the remainder of the One Table schedule, as well as information on the types of strategies that may ultimately be recommended to regional leaders.

ATTACHMENTS

1. One Table Membership 
2. One Table Handout
3. One Table Presentation

INVITED

· Mark Ellerbrook, Regional Housing and Community Development Manager, Department of Community and Human Services
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