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King County




Metropolitan King County Council

External Affairs Committee

Staff Report

	Agenda Item No.:
	4
	
	Name:
	Chuck Williams

	Proposed Motion No.:
	2007-0503
	
	Date:
	October 8, 2007

	Attending:
	Chuck Williams, Director of Governmental Relations

Maura Brueger, Senior Advisor for Federal Relations, Office of the King County Executive


SUBJECT:  A motion authorizing the chair of the council to enter into a contract for services to represent the county before the United States Congress and the federal administration.
SUMMARY:  Recommendation requesting the Council to approve a contract agreement for federal government relations services by The Ferguson Group on behalf of King County during the calendar year 2008.  This contract is for representation before the United States Congress and the federal administration covering a broad range of complex issues.  Motion 2007-0503 is Attachment 1.
King County advertised and placed a request for proposal (RFP) on the King County Web Site on August 2, 2007.  The King County Purchasing Department received two proposals to represent King County (The Ferguson Group (TFG) and the law firm of Polsinelli, Shalton, Flanigan, Suelthaus PC (PSFS)).

A committee of staff members representing both the Council and the Executive reviewed these two proposals and found that The Ferguson Group’s proposal best responded to the requirements of the RFP and best meets the staffing to represent King County before the United States Congress and the federal administration.  The 2007 Federal Lobby RFP Review Scores is Attachment 2.
The recommendation of the review committee was unanimous to continue the contract with The Ferguson Group.  The review committee saw no need for a personal interview of the two firms.

The Ferguson Group is well known to the King County Council and the Executive.  The Ferguson Group has represented King County Council before the U.S. Congress and the Administration for the past eleven (11) years.  Over this past eleven years, The Ferguson Group has secured more than $232 million in federal appropriations, 
authorizations and competitive grants.  The current contract with The Ferguson Group expires on December 31, 2007.
Because of the high quality of work performed by The Ferguson Group during the past eleven years, including the excellent work over the past three years of the current contract, the Director of Government Relations recommends to the King County External Affairs Committee that a new contract be awarded to The Ferguson Group for the calendar year 2008 including the ability to extend the contract for an additional two years upon annual approval by the King County Council.
Attached is a letter from The Ferguson Group Partner, Bill Hanka, requesting King County award a contract (Attachment 3).  His letter documents the pending accomplishments made by The Ferguson Group for King County in FY 2007.  (This letter is attached to a proposal that can give more details to any member that wishes to see more details form The Ferguson Group’s response).   In addition, attached is a status report detailing the 2007 Federal Legislative Agenda for the period June – August 2007 (Attachment 4).  Also attached is The Ferguson Group Results FY 2005-2007   (Attachment 5).
The 2008 Federal Legislative Agenda is currently being prepared.  Since Congress has delayed final action on many items on our 2007 Federal Legislative Agenda, the 2008 Federal Agenda will be brought to the External Affairs Committee at a time in the future.
ACTION NEEDED:  The External Affairs Committee should take action on Motion 2007-0503 and make its recommendation to the King County Council regarding contracting for services to represent King County’s interests before Congress and the federal administration. 
ATTACHMENTS:

1. Motion 2007-0503
2. 2007 Federal Lobby RFP Review Scores dated September 6, 2007
3. Letter from The Ferguson Group dated August 15, 2007
4. Federal Activity Report for King County, WA for June – August 2007
5. The Ferguson Group Results FY 2005-2007

