Impact of Recycling on Waste Disposal Volume
October 11, 2006

The region’s recycling rate is currently estimated to be approximately 43-percent.  As we are successful in increasing the recycling rate over time, the total volume of waste that must be disposed at Cedar Hills will be reduced.  This will help to extend the life of the landfill.  However, regional population, income and economic growth significantly impact the total volume of waste generated for either recycling or disposal.  As a result, waste generation is expected to continue rising, even if the region’s recycling rate increased considerably. 

The combined affects of an increasing recycling rate with the region’s projected population and economic growth on total waste disposed is illustrated in the figure below.  The figure shows that total tons disposed will continue to rise over the next 20-years – even if the region were able to move to a 60-percent recycling rate.  
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As the figure illustrates, even with a substantial increase in recycling, waste tonnage entering the system each year is likely to increase for the foreseeable future.  The information summarized here also supports the proposed recommendations in the Transfer and Waste Export System Plan.  The Plan recommends developing a safe, efficient and cost effective transfer system to support operation of the Cedar Hills Landfill; and, operation of a future disposal system to be implemented after Cedar Hills eventually reaches capacity. 
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