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SUBJECT

AN ORDINANCE relating to the creation of the Patterson Creek Basin Citizen Advisory Committee.
BACKGROUND

Since the 1960s, a number of flood control zone districts (FCZDs) have been created in the county with the goal of meeting discrete flood control needs in specific geographic areas.  In these FCZDs, advisory committees were created to inform the decision-making process.  However, of all these FCZD advisory committees, only two are currently active: the Green River FCZD, and the Patterson Creek FCZD.  

The Advisory Committee for the Patterson Creek FCZD has been meeting actively for decades, advising the County, and partnering with the county and other parties to complete flooding, water quality, and fish habitat projects. 
Under Proposed Ordinance 2007-0334, the Executive is recommending dissolution of these two existing districts and as part of the creation of a Countywide FCZD.  During the review of that ordinance, concerns were expressed that if the Patterson Creek FCZD is dissolved, the county would lose a very effective mechanism for making county decision-makers aware of community concerns and recommendations for dealing with flooding, water quality, and fish habitat concerns within the Patterson Creek Basin. 
In testimony before the committee, advisory group members have stated that they support creation of a Countywide FCZD as a funding mechanism for flood hazard reduction, but also want to make sure that the interests of citizens within the Patterson Creek Basin continue to be represented by an advisory committee if the Patterson Creek FCZD is to be dissolved.
To recognize the efforts of the current Patterson Creek FCZD advisory committee and ensure their continuing contribution to county flood-control efforts, several members of the GMNR committee requested that committee staff draft legislation to achieve that purpose. 
ORDINANCE Summary

Proposed Ordinance 2007-0197 (Attachment 1) contains 3 sections:

· Section 1 creates the Patterson Creek Basin Citizen Advisory Committee (CAC) and provides that:

· CAC membership should be capped at 5 members.
· The chair is elected by the CAC members.

· The length of appointments will be 3 years. 

· CAC members should be residents or own property within the basin.
· At least one CAC member should be new and serving their first term.

· The CAC continue to:

· advise the Executive and Council on both the nature of problems and recommendations for solutions to flooding, water quality, and habitat issues,

· act as a first point of community contact for those with concerns about such issues,

· serve as a conduit for information to local residents on Rural Stewardship Plans, incentives programs like the Public Benefit Rating System and technical assistance (such as the King Conservation District’s Farm Planning Program), 

· partner with the County in applying for resources that support efforts to reduce flood hazards, improve water quality, and protect salmon habitat, and
· stay informed about development proposals.
· The WLRD manager shall appoint a staff liaison to provide support (usually via the Basin Steward) for administration of the CAC and to facilitate CAC access to information regarding flooding, water quality, and fish habitat projects. 

· Section 2 provides for a transition from current Patterson Creek FCZD advisory committee to new Patterson Creek CAC by allowing current members to serve out their appointed terms.

· Section 3 sets an effective date for the ordinance dependent upon the dissolution of the existing Patterson Creek FCZD and Patterson Creek FCZD Advisory Committee.
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