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Metropolitan King County Council
Committee of the Whole

STAFF REPORT

	Agenda Item:
	7
	Name:
	Sam Porter

	Proposed No.:
	2022-0339
	Date:
	October 3, 2022



SUBJECT

Proposed Motion 2022-0339 would confirm the appointment of Dr. Faisal Khan as director of Public Health—Seattle & King County.

SUMMARY
 
King County Code (KCC) 2.16.110 defines the process for appointment and confirmation of exempt public officials, including the director of Public Health—Seattle & King County (PHSKC).[footnoteRef:1] Dr. Khan was nominated for appointment by King County Executive Dow Constantine and Seattle Mayor Bruce Harrell on June 29, 2022. Dr. Khan began serving in the position on September 6, 2022.[footnoteRef:2]  [1:  KCC 2.16.110  ]  [2:  Executive Constantine, Mayor Harrell appoint experienced leader as Director of Public Health - King County, https://kingcounty.gov/elected/executive/constantine/news/release/2022/June/29-public-health-director.aspx ] 


BACKGROUND 

Governed by KCC 2.35A and the 2011 Interlocal Agreement[footnoteRef:3], PHSKC is responsible for managing an integrated set of services and programs that are responsive to urban, suburban city and unincorporated communities.  The department has multiple divisions and programs including child and youth health, emergency medical services, environmental health, injury prevention, community health, communicable disease and prevention and the Medical Examiner's Office. PHSKC also administers the King County Board of Health.[footnoteRef:4]  [3:  Ordinance 17151 ]  [4:  KCC 2.35 ] 


Upon the retirement of Patty Hayes, in consultation with former City of Seattle Mayor Jenny Durkan, Executive Constantine appointed Dennis Worsham to serve as Interim Director.[footnoteRef:5] Mr. Worsham served from May 29, 2021 through August 22, 2022. Under Section 5 of the Interlocal Agreement, the director of public health must be jointly appointed by both the county executive and the Seattle mayor, subject to confirmation by both the county and city councils. Executive Dow Constantine and Mayor Bruce Harrel jointly appointed Dr. Khan on June 29, 2022. The City of Seattle took up Appointment 02381[footnoteRef:6] confirming Dr. Khan's appointment on September 20, 2022.  [5:  Executive Constantine thanks retiring Public Health Director, names interim director - King County, https://kingcounty.gov/elected/executive/constantine/news/release/2021/May/19-public- health-retirement.aspx]  [6:  Appointment 02381 https://seattle.legistar.com/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=5837416&GUID=F15AEE3B-01B2-433E-A746-32EC7289C2B7&Options=ID|Text|&Search=Faisal+Khan ] 


ANALYSIS

KCC Requirements. KCC 2.16.110 outlines timeframes and criteria for the appointment and confirmation of exempt public officials. Under KCC, the Executive is required to transmit written notice of an appointment within seven calendar days of an appointment being made. KCC 2.16.110.E.1.c states that the council must act to consider confirmation within 90 days of receipt of notification and a proposed motion. Proposed Motion 2022-0339 was received August 18, 2022 and referred to the Committee of the Whole at the September 6, 2022 full council meeting. 

Recruitment Information.  The recruitment process for a permanent director involved community engagement through an advisory group. This group included the following individuals:
· Michael Byun, Executive Director, Asian Counseling and Referral Services
· Teresita Batayola, President and CEO, International Community Health Services
· Amy Curtis, Nurse Recruitment Specialist, Washington State Association of Nurses and PH-SKC employee
· Youssef El Hamawi, Union Representative, PROTEC17
· Dr. Hilary Godwin, Dean of the University of Washington School of Public Health
· Chrissie Juliano, Executive Director, Big Cities Health Coalition
· Susan Honda, Federal Way City Councilmember and Board of Health Vice Chair
· Paulina Lopez, Executive Director, Duwamish River Cleanup Coalition
· Esther Lucero, President and Chief Executive Officer, Seattle Indian Health Board
· Joe McDermott, King County Councilmember & Board of Health Chair
· Michelle Merriweather, President and CEO, Urban League of Metropolitan Seattle
· Teresa Mosqueda, City of Seattle Councilmember & Board of Health Vice Chair
· Rogelio Riojas, President and CEO of Sea Mar Community Health Centers
Appointee Information.  According to the confirmation packet transmitted with Proposed Motion 2022-0339, Dr. Faisal Khan has worked in public health for 25 years at global, state, and local levels. Dr. Khan has worked in Pakistan, Australia, Vietnam, South Africa, Botswana, and the United States on a variety of communicable disease control issues, including serving as Director of the HIV/AIDS and STD program in the state of West Virginia and in a similar capacity in Massachusetts. Dr. Khan most recently served as the acting director of the St. Louis County Department of Public Health where he was previously the director from 2014-2018. In the interim he served as CEO of the Samuel U. Rodgers Health Center, a Federally Qualified Health Center in Kansas City, Missouri. Dr. Khan holds a Master of Public Health from Curtin University of Technology in Perth, Western Australia, and a bachelor's degree in medicine and Surgery from The Army Medical College in Rawalpindi, Pakistan. Dr. Khan is fluent in Urdu, English, Punjabi and Indonesian. 

INVITED

· Dwight Dively, Director, Office of Performance Strategy and Budget  
· Dr. Faisal Khan, Acting Director, Public Health—Seattle & King County 
· Mina Hashemi, Council Relations Director, Office of the Executive 

ATTACHMENTS
	
1. Proposed Motion 2022-0339  
2. Transmittal Letter
3. Confirmation Packet 
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